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AFTER THE MANNER OF THE 


ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAYT, 
AUTHOR OF TELEMACHUS. 
To which is prefixed, * 


THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 
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KNV OHN MILTON, who has 
E J $ been ſtiled the Britiſh Homer, 
bs nN was deſcended from a very an- 
tient family at Milton near Abingdon, 
in Oxfordſhire. His grandfather Mr. 
John Milton was a zealous papiſt: but 
his father, who was alſo called John 
Milton, was diſinherited for embracing 
the proteſtant religion. This made him 
repair to London, where he purchaſed 
a houſe in Bread-ſtreet, and followed 
A 
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the buſineſs of a ſcrivener, after marry- 
ing a gentlewoman of good fortune. 
Here our poet was born the gth of De- 
cember 1608; though Mr. Toland the 
publiſher of his works in proſe makes 
his birth two years before this. His fa- 
ther, by his wife Sarah Caſton, had al- 
ſo a daughter, named Anna, and ano- 
ther ſon, Chriſtopher, who was brought 
up to the practice of the common law ; 
he in the great rebelhon adhered to the 
royal cauſe; and was made a judge in 
the reign of James II. but was diveſted 
of this honour a little after the revolu- 
tion. 

The father of our poet entertained 
great hopes of the abilities of his fon, 


and trained him up in the principles of 


piety and virtue from his infancy : he 
employed a tutor in the houſe, whole 
care and capacity our author has cele- 
brated in a Latin elegy. He afterwards 
was put to St. Paul's ſchool, where he 
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applied himſelf ſo intenſely to books, 
that he rarely could be prevailed upon 
to quit his ſtudies before midnight, 
which brought on him violent head- 
achs, and at laſt was the occaſion of his 
loſing his ſight. 

In the fifteenth year of his age, he 
was removed to Chriſt's-college, Cam- 
bridge. Here he gave ſeveral ſpecimens 
of his admirable genius in poetry, and 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in all kinds of aca- 
demical exerciſes. He continued here 
till he commenced maſter of arts. His 
father deſigned him for the church, and 
he himſelf was once very fond of it, but 
his ſcruples of conſcience made him at- 
terwards change his mind. 

„By the intentions of my parents 
* and friends,” ſays he in one of his 
tracts, I was deſtined of a child, and 
in mine own reſolutions, to the 
church; till coming to ſome maturi- 
« ty of years, and perceiving what ty- 
A-2 
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< ranny had invaded it, that he who 
** would take orders muſt ſubſcribe ſlave, 
<* and take an oath withal, which un- 
< leſs he took with a conſcience that 
„could retch, he muſt either ſtrain, 
«« pexjure, or ſplit his faith, I thought 
it better to prefer a blameleſs filence 
before the ſacred office of ſpeaking, 
bought and begun with ſervitude and 
* forſwearing.” 

After he had taken the degree of 
maſter of arts, which was in 1632, he 
left the univerſity, and returned to his 
father, who having acquired a compe- 
tency of fortune, with which he was 
- ſatisfied, had quitted buſineſs, and ſet- 
tled himſelf at Horton near Colnbrook, 
in Buckinghamſtire. In five years re- 
tirement here, he enriched his mind with 
the choiceſt ſtores of Grecian and Ro- 
man learning, drawn from the beſt au- 
thors in each language, conſtantly keep- 
ing his eye upon poetry, for the ſake 
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and ſervice of which chiefly theſe trea- 
ſures were collected: and the poems in- 
titled, Comus, l' Allegro, Il Penſeroto, 
and Lycidas, all written within this pe- 
nod, would have tranſmitted his fame 
to the lateſt poſterity, if he had never 
performed any thing elſe. The maſk 


of Comus was written in 1634, and af- 


terwards printed under the following 
title, A-maſk preſented at Ludlow - ca- 
tle 1634, on Michael maſſe - night, be- 
fore the right honourable John. earl of 
Bridgwater, viſcount Brackley, lord- 
preſident of Wales, and one of his ma- 
jeſty's moſt honourable privy- council; 
and the dedication by Mr. Henry Laws, 
who ſet the muſic, ſhews that Milton 
wrote it at the ſolicitation of the Bridg- 
water family. In his Lycidas he la- 
ments the death of Mr. Edward King, 
fellow of Chriſt's- college in Cambridge, 
who was drowned Auguſt the roth, 
1637, aged 25 years, in his paſſage from 
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Cheſter, to Ireland, where his father 
was ſecretary to king Charles I. In the 
mean time he was not here ſo wrapped 
up in his poetry, but that he kept the 
beſt company, made frequent excurſi- 
ons to London to buy books, and even 
cultivated other arts, as mathematics 
and muſic. 

Upon the death of his mother, of 
whom he has ſpoken very reſpectively, 
he obtained leave to travel abroad: and 
having procured ſome recommendati- 
ons, as well as proper advice for his 


conduct, from his neighbour Sir Hen- 
ry Wotton, then provoſt of Eton-col- 


lege, he ſet out in the ſpring of the 
year 1628, accompanied with one ſer- 
vant, who attended him through his 
travels. He arrived in France, and paſ- 
ſing a few days at Paris, where he had 
procured an introduction to the cele- 
brated Hugo Grotius, by means of the 
Engliſh ambaſſador there, he took the 
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direct road to Nice. There he em- 
barked for Genoa, and paſſed from 
thence through Leghorn and Piſa to 
Florence; in which city he ſpent two 
months, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf ſo 
much by his talent in poetry, that he 
was treated with ſingular reſpect and 
kindneſs by perſons of the firit rank 
both for quality and learning. He re- 
ceived alſo encomiums from Rome; one 
of which, written by Salvaggi, was this 
diſtich: 


Grecia NMæonidem, jactet ſibi Roma Maronem: 
Anglia Miltonum jactat utrique parem. 


Of which Mr. Dryden's celebrated e- 


pigram of ſix lines, frequently prefixed 
to Paradiſe Loſt, is little more than a 
tranſlation: 


«© 'Three poets in three diſtant ages born, 
* Greece, Italy, and England did adorn. 
A 4 | 
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The firſt in majeſty of thought ſurpaſſed, 
The next in graceſulneſs: in both the laſt. 
&* The force of nature could no further go, 

* Tomakeathird, ſhejoined the other two.“ 


From Florence he paſſed through 


Sienna to Rome, where he ſtayed like- 
wie two months, and was honoured 
with the acquaintance of ſeveral learn- 
ed men; particularly with that of Hol- 
ſtenius, keeper of the Vatican library, 
who ſhewed him the curioſities of it, 


and introduced him alſo to cardinal Bar- 


berini, who ſhewed him extraordinary 


civilities. His next remove was to Na- | 
ples, whence his deſign was to paſs in- 


to Sicily and Greece: but hearing of 
the commotions then beginning in Eng- 
land, his literary curioſity gave way to 
his religious zeal, which roſe to ſuch a 
fanatical height, that he returned all in 
a heat to Rome, and was with difficul- 


ty reſtrained from defending proteſtan- 


tiſm openly. He paid little regard to. 
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Sir Henry Wotton's advice, which was, 
4 to keep. his thoughts cloſe and his 
“ countenance open :” he had greatly 
offended againſt it at Naples, where he 
had talked freely upon matters of reli- 
gion; inſomuch that the famous Gio- 
vanni Baptiſta Manſo, who had done 
him confiderable favours, and intend- 
ed him more, if he had been more re- 
ſerved, diſmifſed him with the follow- 
ing diſtich, alluding to that indiſcreti- 


on, and to pope Gregory's remark up- 


on the beauty of the Engliſh youths: 


Ut mens, forma, decor, factas, mos, fi pietas ſic s 
Nou Anglus, verum hercle angelus ite fores. 


He ſtayed two months at Rome, and as 


long at Florence, making only a ſhort 

excurſion to Lucca; then crofling the 

Apennine, he paſſed by the way of Bo- 

logna and Ferrara to Venice; where 

ſtaying only one month, he went thro? 
9 0 
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Verona, Milan, and along the Alps, 
down Leman-lake to Geneva. After 
ſpending ſome time in the city, where 
he contracted a friendſhip with Gio- 
vanni Diodati, and Frederic Spanheim, 
he returned through France, and ar- 
rived in England after fifteen months 
abſence. It was about the time of the 
king's ſecond expedition againſt the 
Scots, in which his forces under lord 
Conway were defeated by general Leſ- 
ley, Auguſt the 29th, 1639. 

His father having left Horton, reſi- 
ded with a younger ſon at Reading in 
Berkſhire; but our poet thought it ex- 
pedient to continue in London, and 
hired a lodging in St. Bride's church- 
yard, in Fleet-ſtreet, where he employ- 
ed himſelf in educating and inſtructing 
his ſiſter's two ſons, Edward and John 
Phillips: and being ſolicited by ſeveral 
friends the fame favour for their chil- 
dren, he took a handſome garden-houſe 
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in Alderſgate-ſtreet fit for the purpoſe. 
Here he formed the plan of his acade- 
mical inſticution, afterwards tet forth 
in his Treatiſe of education: in which 
he leads his ſcholar from Lilly, as he 
expreſſes it, to his commencing maſter 
of arts. His method of teaching being 
deſigned to ſubvert the unverſity edu- 
cation, of which he always thought 11}, 
was totally the reverſe of that com- 
monly practiſed in ſchools; ſo that we 
are not to wonder, if tt never was fol- 
. lowed. But though Milton was thus 
employed in the education of children, 
though he was at the ſame time pro- 
jecting the plan of ſome great poem, 
for he was not yet determined as to the 
kind, from which he expected to reap 
immortal fame; yet in 1641, he found 
time to give vent to that wrath, which 
he had been treaſuring up for ſome 
years againſt the prelates, by publiſhing 
the five following pieces: the firſt is in- 
A 6 g 
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titled, Of reformation touching church- 
diſcipline in England, and the cauſes 
that have hitherto hindered it: the ſe- 
cond, Of prelatical epiſcopacy, and whe- 
ther it may be deduced from the apoſ- 
tolical times, by virtue of thoſe teſti- 
monies, which are alledged to that pur- 
poſe in ſome late treatiſes, one where- 
of goes under the name of James arch- 
biſhop of Armagh: the third, The rea- 
ſon of church- government urged againſt 
the prelacy: the fourth, Animadverſi- 
ons upon the remonſtrant's defence a- 
gainſt Smectymñuus: the fifth, an A- 
pology for Smectymnuus. 

In 1653, he married a daughter of 
Richard Powell, Eſq; of Foreſthill in 
Oxfordſhire, a gentleman of good eſtate 
and reputation, but a firm royaliſt: 
and his daughter. had not cohabited 
with her huſband much above a month, 
when under a pretence of viſiting her 
friends, ſhe deſerted him. Mr. John 
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Phillips, who wrote his uncle's life, im- 
putes this deſertion to the different 
principles of the two families, and ſup- 
poſes, that ſome of Mr. Powell's might 
poſſibly be engaged in the king's ſer- 
vice, who by that time had his head- 
quarters at Oxford, and therefore might 
begin to repent of having formed a 
connexion, which they thought would 
be a blot in their eſcutcheon, whenever 
that court. ſhould come to flouriſh again, 
as they then expected it ſoon would. 
Milton ſent repeated meſſages and let- 
ters to her, but ſhe took no notice of 
them, nor entertained the leaſt thought 
of returning; upon which he became 
ſo inſenſed, that he made a reſolution 
never to receive her any more, and 
wrote four pieces in defence of that re- 
ſolution. The firſt is intitled, The 
doctrine and diſcipline of divorce re- 
ſtored to the good of both ſexes, from 
the bondage of the canon law and other 
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miſtakes, to the true meaning of ſcrip- 
ture in law and goſpel compared, &c. 
The grand poſition which he maintains 
in this treatiſe is, that “ indiſpoſition, 
unfitneſs, or contrariety of mind, a- 
* riling from a cauſe in nature un- 
< changeable, hindring, and ever likely 
* to hinder, the main benefits of con- 
jugal ſociety, which are ſolace and 
peace, is a greater reaſon of divorce 
than natural frigidity; eſpecially if 
© there be no children, and that there 
be mutual conſent. The ſecond piece "3 
was, The judgment of Martin Bucer , 
concerning divorce, &c. the third, Te- 
trachordon, or expolitions upon the four 
chief places in ſcripture, which treat of 
marriage, or nullities in marriage, &c. 
the fourth, Colaſterion, a reply to x 
Þ» nameleſs anſwer againſt The doctrine 
and diſcipline of divorce. Milton did. 
ſomething more to convince the world 
of the ſincerity of his opinion, and re- 
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ſolution founded thereon ; he even pro- 
ceeded to make his addreſſes to a young 
lady of great. wit and beauty, with a 
deſign to marry her: but this proceed- 
ing, which was intended to cut off all 
thoughts of a reſtoration, proved the 
very means of effecting it. 

In the mean time, he did not ſuffer 
this incident to affect his care and aſſi- 
duity in the academy; and in 1644, at 
the requeſt of his friend Mr. Samuel 
Hartlib, to whom it is addreſſed, he pub- 
liſhed his ſmall piece Upon education; 
and alſo another piece intitled, Areo- 
pagitica, or a ſpeech for the liberty of 
unlicenſed printing. His father being 
come to live with him upon the ſur- 


render of Reading, in April 1643, and 


his academy increaſing, he hired a lar- 
ger houſe in Barbican; but before his 
removal thither, viſiting a relation in 
the neighbourkood, he was ſurpriſed 
with the entrance of his wife, who ſub- 
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mitting herſelf, implored pardon and 
reconciliation on her knees. He took 
her again to his boſom, and received 
her, as ſoon as he was ſettled at his new 
houſe in Barbican, about July 1645. 
Mr. Elijah Fenton, in his Life of Mil- 


ton, obſerves, that it is not to be doubted, 


but the above-mentioned interview be- 
tween Milton and his wife muſt won+ 
derfully affect him; and that perhaps 
the impreſſions it made on his imagi- 
nation, contributed much to the paint- 
ing that pathetic ſcene in Paradiſe loſt, 
where Adam's feconciliation to Eve af- 
ter her fall is thus deſcribed: 


—Soon his. heart relented | 
Towards her his life ſo late, and ſole delight, 
Now at his feet ſubmiſſive in diſtreſs, 

| Book x. v. 909. 


This ſame year 1645, he publiſhed his 
Juvenile poems, both Latin and Eng- 
lich; the ſongs of which were ſet to 
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muſic by the famous Henry Lawes, 
gentleman of the king's chapel, and one 
of his majeſty's private muſic. 

In the year 1647, his father died, 
and after he got Mr. Powell's affairs 
accommodated, his wife's. friends left 
him, they having ſtaid with him cloſe 
from the time of his reconcihation to 
her. It gave him great pleaſure to find 
that the deſtruction of kingly govern- 
ment, which had been the ſole end of 
his wiſhes for ſeveral years, every day 
ſeemed to make great progreſs, till at 
laſt it was compleated in the death of 
the king. This year he removed to a 
{mall houfe in Holburn; and upon the 
preſbyterians raiſing a great noiſe at the 
death of the king, he publiſhed a piece 
intitled, The tenure of kings and ma- 
giſtrates, proving that it is lawful, and 
hath been held ſo through all ages, for 
any, who have the power, to call to ac- 


count a tyrant or wicked king, and af- 
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ter due conviction to depoſe and put 
him to death, if the ordinary. magiſtrates 
have neglected or denicd to do it; and 
that they, who of late ſo much blame 
depoling, are the men that did it them- 
felves, 1649: and the Scotch preſbyte- 
nans ſettled at Belfaſt in Ireland, revol- 


ting ſoon after from the parhament, 


and joining the marquis of Ormond, 
he ſet his pen to work, to prevent the 
dangers threatning the new cſtabliſh- 
ment by theſe proceedings. The piece 
ts intitled, Obſervations on the articles 
of peace between James earl of Ormond 


for king Charles I. on the one hand, 


and the Iriſh papiſts and rebels on the 
other hand, &c. and animadveriions on 


the Scotch preſbytery at Belfaſt, dated 


February 15, 1648. This piece was no 
ſooner diſpatched, than he entered up- 
on his Hiſtory of England, a work plan- 
ned likewiſe in the ſame republican ſpi- 
rit; being undertaken, as he declares 
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himſelf, with a view of preſerving his 
country from ſubmitting to any monar- 
chical government in any future time, 
from the example of the paſt. 

In the forty-ſecond year of his age, 
he was promiſed to be made adjutant- 


general to Sir William Waller; but up- 


on his maſters' new modelling the ar- 
my, Sir William was laid aſide, and he 


was made Latin ſecretary both to the 
council of ſtate and the parliament, as 


the Latin language was that in which 


they both received and anſwered meſ- 


ſages. 

In 1651, he publiſhed his celebrated 
piece intitled, Pro populo Anglicano de- 
fenſio, contra Claudii Salmaſii defenſi- 
onem regiam ; which performance 
ſpread his fame over all Europe. He 
undertook it at the orders alſo of his 
maſters ; but, as he himſelf tells us, 
< without any view of a reward;” and 


Mr. Toland ſays, That the 10001. 
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* which he received for it from the 
* commonwealth, was given him after- 
* wards.” While he was writing this 
piece, he loſt his eye-fight, which had 
been decaying for ſeveral years: never- 
theleſs he perſiſted in defending the 
cauſe he had undertaken, with as great 
ſpirit and refolution as before. In 1652 
was printed at London, Johannis Philip- 
pi Angh reſponfio ad apologiam anony- 
mi cujuſdam tenebrionis pro rege, & 
populo Anglicano infantiſſimam: by 
which title Milton had a mind to give 
the honour to his nephew and ward, 
Mr. John Phillips, who might indeed 


prepare the firſt draught; but that was 


ſo carefully examined and amended by 
Milton as to paſs for his own. This 
year he loſt his wife, who died ſoon af- 
ter the delivery of her fourth child; 
but he ſoon married a ſecond, going on 
in the mean time as uſual with the bu- 
ſineſs of his pen. In 1654, he publiſh- 
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ed his Defenſio ſecunda pro populo An- 
glicano, contra infamem libellum, ano- 
nymum, cui titulus, Regii ſanguinis 
clamor ad cœlum adverſus parricidas 
Anglicanos. Milton treats Alexander 
Morus as the author of the Regu ſan- 
guinis clamor, &c. and abuſes him ter- 
Tibly; but Morus was only the publiſh- 
er, the book being actually written by 
Peter du Moulin the younger, after- 
wards prebendary of Canterbury. Mo- 
rus replying, Milton attacked him the 
year after, in another piece intitled, De- 
fenho pro ſe, &c. in which, unwilling 
to own his miſtake, he perſiſts in Mo- 
rus's being the author of the above 
work; and ſo the controverſy ended. 

In 1658, he publiſhed Sir Walter 
Raleigh's Cabinet-council, containing 


the chief acts of empire and myſteries 


of ſtate, &c. and the year after two 
tracts, namely, A treatiſe of the civil 
power in eccleſiaſtical cauſes, and Con- 
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ſiderations touching the likelieſt means 
to remove hirelings out of the church. 
Upon the diſſolution of the parliament 
by the army, after Richard Cromwell 
had been obliged to reſign the protec- 
torſhip, Milton wrote a letter, in which 
he lays down the model of a common- 
wealth; not ſach as he thought the 
beſt, but what might be the moſt rea- 
dily ſettled at that time, to prevent the 
reſtoration of kingly government and 


domeſtic diſorders, till a more favoura- 


ble ſeaſon and better diſpoſitions for e- 
recting a perfect democracy. He drew 
up likewiſe another piece with the ſame 
view, which ſeems to have been ad- 
dreſſed to general Monk; and in Fe- 
bruary this year, 1659-60, upon a pro- 
ſpect of the king's return, he publiſh- 
ed, A ready and eaſy way to eſtabliſh 
a free commonwealth. This was ſoon 
after attacked in a burleſque pamphlet, 
pretended to be written by Mr. James 
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; Harrington's Republican club, and 
printed under the title of The cenſure 


of the rota upon Mr. Milton's book, 
intitled, A ready and eaſy way to e- 


ſtabliſh a free commonwealth, London, 
printed by Paul Giddy, printer to the 
rota, at the Windmill in Turnagain- 


lane, 1660. A ſermon being preach- 
ed by Dr. Matthew Griffith at Mercer's 
chapel in March, and afterwards pub- 


” liſhed with this title, The fear of God 


? 
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and the king; Milton wrote and pub- 
liſhed immediately Brief notes upon it, 
which were as ſpeedily remarked upon 
by Roger L' Eſtrange, in a piece inti- 
tled, No blind guides, printed in his 
Apology at London, 1660. 

He now perceived that the reſtorati- 
on of the king was unavoidable. He 
was removed from being Latin fecreta- 
ry to the parliament juſt before; and 
his Letters, which have been publiſhed, 
ſhew that he was perfect maſter of that 
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language; to thoſe are commonly ad- 
ded the protector's manifeſto, contain- 
ing his reaſons for making war with 
Spain in 1655; and the Latin verſes aſ- 
cribed to Andrew Marvell have been 
ſuppoſed to be his production. Milton 
now withdrew to a friend's houſe in 
Bartholomew-cloſe, where he continu- 
ed till the act of oblivion was publiſhed; 
upon which he took a houſe in Hol- 
burn near Red-lion- fields; after which 
he removed to Jewin-ſtreet near Alderſ- 
gate; from whence, marrying a third 
wife, he not long after removed to a 
houſe in the Artillery-walk leading to 
Bunhill-fields. Mr. Phillips obſerves, 
that this was his laſt ſtage in this world; 
but it was of many years continuance, 
more, perhaps, than he had had in any 
other place. Here, we are told, that 
he uſed to ſit in a grey coarſe cloth coat, 
at the door in warm ſummer weather, 
to enjoy the freſh air; and thus, as well 
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ns in his own room, received the viſits 
of perſons of diſtinguiſhed parts and qua- 
9 lity. 


Though Milton's circumſtances were 
much reduced by ſome very conſidera- 


[ ble loſſes at the reſtoration, yet his prin- 
djples not ſuffering him to ſeek or to ac- 
| 4 cept any public employment at court, 


for it is ſaid that Charles II. would have 


n continued him Latin ſecretary, he fat 
> down to his ſtudies, and applied himſelf 


* diligently to finiſh his grand poem. In 


© this ,purſuit he had a perſon to read to 

it him; and Mr. Thomas Ellwood, after- 
oh wands an eminent writer among the 
| #+ -quakers, attended him for this purpoſe, 
f and went every day in the afternoon, 

except Sunday, to read to him ſome 
book in Latin. In 1665, he retired 


: 


4 with his family from the plague to a 


4 ſmall houſe, which was hired for him 
+ at St. Giles's Chalfont in Buckingham- 
dure: : and there Mr. Ellwood viſiting. 
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him, had Paradiſe Loſt, then finifhed, 


put into his hands by Milton, who de- 
fired, that he would read it over, and 
* give him his judgment.” Upon re- 
turning it, he modeſtly and freely did 
io: © and after ſome farther diſcourſe 
about it,” ſays Mr. Ellwood, <<. plea- 


« fantly told him, that he had ſaid much 
* of paradiſe loſt; but what had he to 


* ſay of paradiſe found?” From this 
hint he began his Paradiſe Regained, 


and finiſhed it not long after his return 4 
to London; which was as ſoon as the 


ſickneſs was over in 1666. Paradiſe 
Loſt was publiſhed in 1667: in 1670, 
Paradiſe Regained, to which was added 


Samſon Agoniſtes, a dramatic poem. 


The ſecond edition of Paradiſe Loſt 
came out in 1674, in which among o- 
ther alterations was this, that the poem, 
which at firſt contained only ten, was 
divided into twelve books. The third 
edition was publiſhed in 1678; and the 
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l, fourth, a very pompous one in folio, 
e- with Paradiſe Regained and Samſon 
d Agoniſtes annexed to it, in 1688, by 
e- > ſubſcription: wherein appear the names 
d of Dorſet, Waller, Dryden, and all the 
ſe 1 men of diſtinguiſhed talents in polite 
a- 4 literature at that time. It has gone 
h through numberleſs editions ſince; par- 
115 ticularly one in 1727, 8vo, with an ac- 
count of [Milton's life by Mr. Elijah 
Fenton, and another in 1749, by Dr. 
Newton, in 4to, and afterwards in 8vo, 
he 1 with notes of various authors. Dr. 
iſe Bently publiſhed an edition of this poem 
o, in 1732, ꝗto, but it did not grow into 
7 any credit; for it was attacked by ſe- 
m. veral writers, particularly by "gs Za- 
oſt chary Pearce, now biſhop of Rocheſter, 
o- ho 3 in 1733 publiſhed at London, in 
m, | '8vo, A Review of the Text of the 
vas twelve books of Milton's Paradiſe Loſt, 
ird in which the chief of Dr. Bentley's e- 
the mendation, are conſidered, and ſeveral 
3 B 2 
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other emendations and obſervations are 
offered to the public. Dr. Pearce ob- 
{erves in this piece, that Milton took 
the firſt hint of his deſign, to write a 
tragedy upon the ſubject of his poem, 
from an Italian tragedy called Il Para- 
diſo perſo; for it is certain that Milton 
firſt deſigned a tragedy; and there are 
ſtill extant ſeveral plans of Paradiſe Loſt 
in the form of a tragedy, in the poet's 
own hand-writing. It may be as well 
to obſerve here, that Dr. Newton after- 
wards publiſhed a third volume, in the 
ſame variorum manner as the two for- 
mer, containing Paradiſe Regained, 
Samſon Agoniſtes, and the reſt of Mil- 
ton's poems: which compleat collecti- 
on of his poetical works has ſince been 
printed in three volumes 8vo. 


I o0o go on with our author. In 1669 
of Britain, 


he publiſhed his Hiſtory 
which he had been ſo long about: but 


Mr. Toland obſerves, that“ we have 
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4 not this hiſtory as it came out of his 
K hands; for the licenſers,” he ſays, 


e thoſe ſworn oflicers to deſtroy learn- 


* © ing, liberty, and good ſenſe, expun- 


« ged ſeveral paſſages of it, wherein he 
c expoſed the ſuperſtition, pride, and 
e cunning of the popiſh monks in the 
« Saxon times; but applied by the ſa- 


© gpacious licenfers to Charles IPs bi- 
„ ſhops.” Milton however beſtowed a 
copy of the unlicenſed papers on the 


earl of Angleſea; and they have ſince 


been inſerted in their proper places. In 
1672, came out his Artis logicæ, pleni- 


or inſtitutio ad Rami methodum con- 
cinnata: he had publiſhed in 1661, Ac- 
cidence commenced grammar; and theſe 
pieces may ſerve as inſtances of one of 
the greateſt geniuſes that ever lived, 
ſtooping to the loweſt and drieſt ſub- 
jects, out of a zeal for right education, 
which he ſhewed throughout his kfe. 
Upon the indulgence granted to the 
B 3 
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diſſenters in 1673, he publiſhed a: de- 
tence of univerſal toleration for ſecta- 


ries of all denominations, except papiſts, 
in a diſcourſe intitled, Of true religion, 


hereſy, ſchiſm, toleration, and what beſt 
means may be uſed againſt the growth 
of popery. There are ſome paſſages in 
this piece, which ſliew, that Milton had 
changed his opinion with regard to 


ſome nice points touching doctrines, 


ſince his younger days; and it is obſer- 
vable, that he alſo changed it more than 
once with regard to the ſeveral ſects of 


religion. For in his early years he was 


a favourer of the puritans: in his mid- 
dle age he was beſt pleaſed with the in- 


dependents and anabaptiſts, as allowing | 


more liberty than others, and coming 
neareſt in his opinion to the primitive 
practice: but in the latter part of his 
life he was not a profeſſed member of 
any particular ſe& among chriſtians, fre- 
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bk. quented none of their aſſemblies, nor 


= uſed any of their rites in his family. 


In 1674,. he publiſhed. Epiſtolarum 
familiarum, liber i. & Proluſiones quæ- 
dam oratoriz in Collegio Chriſti habitz : 


and A declaration of the Poles concer- 


ning the election of their king John III. 
tranſlated by him from the Dutch. He 


died this year at his houſe at Bunhill, 


in the beginning of November, and was 


interred near his father in the chancel 
of St. Giles Cripplegate: but no mo- 
nument being found there afterwards, 
a decent one was erected to his memo- 
ry in 1737, in Weſtminſter- abbey, by 
William Benſon, Eſq; one of the audi- 
tors of the impreſt. Though his death 
was occaſioned by the gout, yet it was 
ſo eaſy, that the perſons in the room 
did not perceive the time of his expi- 
ring. He left ſome pieces in manu- 
ſcript; among the reſt, The brief hiſto- 
ry of Muſcovy, and of their leſs known: 
SE: 
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countries, lying eaſtward of Ruſſia as 
tar as Cathay, which was printed in 
1682, in 8vo. His hiſtorical, political, 
and miſcellancous works, were printed 
in three thin volumes folio, 1698, at 
London, though Amſterdam is menti- 
oned in the title-page, with the life of 
the author by Mr. Toland ; but a more 
compleat and elegant edition of them 
was publiſhed in two volumes folio in 


1738. To this edition is prefixed an 


account of the life and writings of Mil- 
ton by Dr. Thomas Birch, with an ap- 
pendix contæining two diſſertations: the 
firſt, concerning the author of Eikon 


Baſileke, and concerning the prayer of 


Pamela, ſubjoined to ſeveral editions of 


that book: the ſecond, concerning the 


commiſſion ſaid to be given by king 
Charles I. in the year 1641, to the Iriſh 
papiſts, for taking up arms againſt the 
proteſtants in Ireland. In this edition 


alſo the ſeveral pieces are diſpoſed ac- 
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cording to the order of their dates, with 
the addition of a Latin tract, omitted 
by Mr. Toland, concerning the reaſons 


of the war with Spain in 1655; and ſe- 
veral pages in the Hiſtory of Britain, 
expunged by the licenſers of the preſs, 
and not to be met with in any former 


| edition. Theſe proſe works of Milton 


have ſince been reprinted under Dr. 
Birch's inſpection in two volumes 4to, 


- which, with Dr. Newton's edition of 


his poems, compleats all his works, in 


: five volumes 4to. 


Our author was remarkably hand- 


__ ſome; his hair was a light brown, his 
eyes blue; he was neither too lean nor 
too fat, his limbs well proportioned, ner- 


vous and active: he delighted much in 
the exerciſe of the ſword. He was ab- 
ſtemious in his diet, and averſe toſtrong 


liquors; and as his conſtitution was 


tender, and his health infirm, he went 


to bed before nine in the evening, and 
B 5 
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roſe before five in the morning, being 
ſenſible how fatal his night ſtudies had 
been to him. When blindneſs reſtrain- 
ed him from. other exerciſes, he had a 


machine to-ſwing in, for the preſerva- 


tion of his health. His deportment was 
erect, open, and affable; his converſati- 
on eaſy, cheartul, and inſtructive. His 
invention was in its higheſt perfection 
from September to the vernal equinox; 
at other times he was no more than one 
of the people. His three wives were 
all maidens when he married them; but 
he had no children except by the firſt, 
which were three daughters, who all 
ſurvived him. His two youngeſt read 
to him in eight languages, though they 
underſtood none but Engliſh. His mo- 
ral and religious character was excel- 


lent. Though the eſtate left him by 3 


his father was but ſmall, yet his fruga- 
lity made it ſerve both him and his fa- 
mity. By the poſts he enjoyed, he might 
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ing have accumulated a handſome fortune, 
had but he deſpiſed this. Towards the lat- 
ain- ter end of his life, he diſpoſed of the 
d a greater part of his library, ſo that he 
va- died worth only fifteen hundred pound, 
was and his houſhold furniture. 
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garden which was loſt by the diſobedi- 


4 


ence of man, now ſing the recovery of 
a heavenly paradiſe to all mankind, by 
the obedience of one man, who was 
fully tried through all kinds of temp- 
tations. He defeated the tempter, and 
has raiſed a more permanent Eden, even 
in the waſte wilderneſs of the world. 
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O thou bleſſed Spirit, who ledſt this 
glorious Eremite into the deſert, and 
brought him thence, victorious over the 
ſpiritual foe, as an undoubted proof of 
his being the Son of God; I implore 
thee according to thy gracious and uſu- 
al cuſtom to inſpire and prompt my ſong 
(otherwiſe I ſhall be mute), and bear me 
through the heighth and depth of na- 
ture's bounds with proſperous wing, to 
tell of thoſe unrecorded deeds which 
have been concealed for ſo many-ages, 
and not ſung of by the ſons of men, 
though ſo much deſerving of praiſe. 

The great Proclaimer had now, with 


a voice more awful than the ſound of 


2 
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a trumpet, cried, Repentance, and the 


kingdom of heaven nigh at hand, to 
all that were baptized: To his great 
baptiſm all the regions round flocked 


with profound awe, and amongſt them 


came the reputed ſon of Joſeph, from 
Nazareth to Jordain's flood, though he 
was then unknown, and unobſerved. 
But the Baptiſt being divinely warned, 
ſoon diſcovered him, and would have 
given place, and reſigned his heavenly 
office, as he was worthier. His witneſs 


was not long unconfirmed, for heaven 


opened, and the Spirit deſcended in the 


form of a dove upon him while in the 


water; and the Father's voice from hea- 
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ven proclaimed him his beloved Son. 


The great adverſary, Who was ſtill ro- 
ving about the world, and never the 


laſt at any aſſembly, heard the voice, 


and was thunderſtruck: he ſuryeyed 


and gazed upon the wondrous man, and 


being fraught with rage and envy, pur- 
ſues his flight with the utmoſt diligence, 
till he arrives in the mid air, and there 
he ſummons all his mighty peers, who 
were ten- fold involved in their gloomy 
conſiſtory, and ſtanding in the midſt of 
them, with Iooks aghaſt, he thus ſpoke. 

O ye antient powers of air, (for I 
would not mention our hated habitati- 
an of Hell, but this our laſt conqueſt) 
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| you well know how many ages are paſt 
| fince Adam and his facile conſort Eve 
loſt Paradiſe; all that time we have ru- 
led and poſſeſſed this univerſe: they 
were deceived by me, though I dread 


the fatal, wound which ſhall be inflicted 


on my head by the ſeed of Eve; for 
this high heaven has decreed : this has 
been long in taking place, but the de- 
crees of Heaven, though they appear 
to us to be long in fulfilling, yet are 
ſhort to God. This dreaded time is 
now come, wherein we muſt bear the 
ſtroke of that long · threatned wound: 
but I am not certain whether the mean 
ing of this be, that all our power and 
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liberty ſhall be taken away with our be- 
ing, and we entirely deprived of our 
fair empire of earth and air. I bring 
you. now this bad news, that the per- 
ſon who was deſtined to do this, is late- 
ly born of a woman. His birth occa- 
ſions us no-ſmall cauſe of fear; he is 
now in the full bloom of youth, and 
diſplays all wifdom, virtue, and grace 
ſo that he is able to atchieve things of 
the higheſt and greateſt moment. Theſe 
obſervations have greatly multiplied my 
fears. A great prophet is. ſent before 
him as his harbinger, who. invites. all 


mankind to the conſecrated ſtream, to 


waſh off their fins, to cleanſe them, and 
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make them fit to receive him pure, and 
do: honour to him as their king. All 
people flock to be baptized, and he 
himſelf amongſt them came, and was 
baptized ;- not that he. needed to be 
made more pure than he 1s, but to re- 
ceive the teſtimony of heaven, that ſo 
the nations might not have the leaſt 
reaſon to doubt who he is. I ſaw the 
prophet: do him reverence; and when 
he was coming out of the water, hea- 
ven above the clouds unfolded her cry- 
ſtal doors, and a perfect dove deſcend- 
ed from thence upon his head, a ſove- 
reign voice from heaven proclaiming, 


This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
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well pleaſed. His mother no doubt is 


mortal, but his. fire, who has the whole 
monarchy of heaven under his controul, 


what will he not doto advance his Son, 


his firſt-begotten ? We very well know, 
and have felt his fierce thunder, which 
drove us to the deep. The glimples | 
of his Father's glory ſhine in his face, | 
and all his other lineaments. You per- i 


ceive then that we are on the utmoſt 


verge of danger, and the hazard we are 
in will admit of no long debate: force, 
I well know, muſt not be tried; but 
well-couched fraud; and well aid ſnares, 


ſo that we may prevail againſt him ere 


he appears at the head of nations as their 
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king, their leader, and their ſupreme on 


* earth. You may remember, that when 


no other durſt undertake'the diſmal ex- 


pedition againſt Adam, I fucceſsfully 


performed that exploit: 1 now promiſe 


myſelf that a calmer voyage will waft 
me, and that I ſhall find the way pro- 


ſperous, which puffs me up with the 
like hopes of ſucceſs. Here he pauſed, 


and the whole infernal crew were ſur- 
prized, amazed, and diſtracted at theſe 
{ad tidings; but as.no time was to be 
loſt, they committed the management 
of the affair to their great dictator, 
whoſe firſt attempt in Adam's over- 
throw had ſo well ſucceeded, and who 
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had led their march from Hell's deep- 
vaulted den to dwell in light, as regents, 
potentates, nay gods, poſſeſſed of many 
agreeable and unbounded kingdoms. 
So girded with ſnaky wiles, he directs 
his eaſy ſteps to the coaſt of Jordain, 
where he was likelieſt to meet with this 
man of men, who had been atteſted 
Son of God, there to try on him all 
manner of temptations, and to endea- 


vour to ſubvert him whom he expect- 


ed was raiſed to end his reign on earth, 
which he had ſo long enjoyed. By this 
means, though unknown to him, he 
tulfilled the purpoſed and pre-ordained 
counſel of God, who, ſurrounded by 
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| bright angels, thus ſmiling ſpoke to Ga- 


briel : Gabriel, this day thou ſhalt be- 
hold, and all the angels which are con- 
verſant with the affairs of men upon 
earth, how 1 will verify that ſolemn 
meſlage thou waſt lately employed in 
to Galilee, when thou viſitedſt the pure 
virgin, and foretold that ſhe ſhould have 
a ſon of great renown, who ſhould be 
called the Son of God. She then-doubt- 
ed, and made light of theſe things, as 
ſhe was a pure virgin, till thou toldeſt 
her, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould come 
upon her, and the power of the High- 
eſt ſhould over-ſhadow her. This man 


15 now born, and grown up, and to ſhew 
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tim worthy of his divine birth, I ex- 
poſe him to the temptation of Satan: 
let him make uſe of his utmoſt abilities 
to tempt him, as he vaunts and boaſts 
of his great cunning amongſt his apo- 
ſtate crew; though he ſhould not be 
fo confident of his ability, as he lately 
failed in Job, whoſe conſtant perſeve- 
Tance overcame whatever his cruel ma- 
lice .could invent. He now ſhall be 
made ſenſible, that I can produce a man 


born of the ſeed of woman, who will 
be able to reſiſt all his ſolicitations, 
and at length drive him back to Hell 
with all his vaſt force, and ſhall regain 
by conqueſt what Adam loſt by fraud. 
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But I deſign to exerciſe this youth firſt 


in the wilderneſs; there he ſhall lay 


down the rudiments of his great war- 


— 36+? 
py, 


wo" 


3 


Wet; + - 
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fare, before I fend him forth to conquer 
Sin and Death by humiliation and ſtrong 
temptation. His weakneſs ſhall how- 
ever overeome Satanic ſtrength, the 
world, and maſs of ſinful fleſh; ſo that 
all the angels and ethereal powers, and 
all mankind may diſcern from what 
conſummate virtue I have choſen my 
Son, this perfect man, to earn ſalvation 
for all the ſons of men. 


The Eternal Father having ended, 


F all Heaven ſtood ſilent in admiration, 


1 and then burſt forth in celeſtial hymns, 


* 
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ho 
accompanying their voices with their 
harps. Victory and triumph, they ſung, 
to the Son of God, now entering upon 
this great battle, in which he ſhall be 


victorious; not by arms, but by wiſ- 
dom, ſhall he overcome the Helliſh wiles © 


of Satan. All the ſtratagems and devil- 
iſh machinations of Hell ſhall therefore 
be fruſtrated, as the Father knows the 
Son ſecure againſt whatever may tempt 
or ſeduce, allure, terrify, or underminc 
his filial virtue. 

Thus they tuned their odes and vi- 
gils in Heaven: in the mean time, the 


Son of God lodged ſome days in Be- 


thabara, where John baptized, muſing 4 
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rand conſidering how to begin his migh- 

1 ty work of ſaving mankind. One day 
N 5 7 he walked forth, the Spirit leading him, 

2 : into the bordering deſert, environed 
I ö with rocks and gloomy ſhades, a deep 
* | ſolitude, far from the trace of men: 
1 here his deep thoughts were taken up 
4 in holy meditation, and he thus ſpoke: 
1 When I ü reflect, what a multitude 
or thoughts frarm within me, as well 
1 what I feel myſelf as what I hear from 
3 others, things but ill ſuited with my 
3 prefent ſtate! When I was a child, no 
" childiſh 'play was pleaſing to me, my 


| 4 mind was fully bent upon ſerious know- 
ng | vage and learning; I conſidered my- 
3 25 9 
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felf as born to promote truth and righ- 
teous things, therefore I read the law of þ 
God much more than any of my years: | ? 
1 found it ſweet, and delighted wholly | 
in it, ſo that before I was twelve years 6 
of age, I went up to the temple, there | . 


to hear the teachers of the law; to pro- 
poſe ſuch queltzons as might Laprove | 


my knowledge or their own. In this | . 


1 was admired by all: but yet my wall 
ee” | 


rit aſpired to more victorious actions; 


my heart was all on fire with heroick | 


deeds. Sometimes I thought of reſeu- | | 


ing Iſrael from the Roman yoke, then 
to reſtore truth and equity over all the 


earth, and ſubdue brute violence and 
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- © eyrannick power. But now I judge it 
f > 1 more heavenly, more humane, to con- 
2 | + quer willing hearts, by winning words, 
y [ TG g to obedience without a ſer- 
s vile fear; for I would puniſh the ſtub- 
re | | "1 born, but reſtore the erring ſoul, who. 
; i is miſled at unawares, and does not wil- 
f by perſiſt in miſ-doing. My mother 
oon perceived theſe growing thoughts 


in me, and was inwardly rejoiced, and 
18; | ſaid, By matchleſs deeds ſhew forth thy 
ick 9 matchleſs ſire, for be aſſured thou art 
u- not the ſon of mortal man: though 
hen . eſteem thee of low parentage, thy 
the | Father is the eternal King, who rules all 
and T eaven and earth, angels, and all the 


C 3 
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ſons of men. God ſent a meſſenger to 9 
foretel thy birth, for tliou waſt concei- J 
ved in me when I was a virgin: he ; ; 
foretold that thou ſhouldſt be great, i \ 


and fit on the throne of David, and 
that there ſhould be no end of thy | 
kingdom : therefore let thy thoughts 
ſoar, and nouriſh them, to whatever 


heighth facred virtue and true worth | 


can rare them. At thy nativity a glo- 9 


rious quire of. angels ſung in the fields 
of Bethlehem to the ſhepherds that 
watched their flocks by night, and ac- 
quainted them that the long- promiſed 
Meſſiah was now born, directing them 
where to find thee in the manger, as 
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there was no room for thee in the inn. 
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9 A ſtar alſo appcared in the eaſtern he- 
1 miſphere, which guided the wiſe men 
9 who came from the eaſt to preſent thee 
3 gold, myrrh, and incenſe ; and they 
4 worſhipped thee as the new- born King 


A ot Iſrael. The prophetic Anna, and the 


[ and ſpoke of thee at the altar. 
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fiah in the law and the prophets; that 


4 juſt Simeon found thee in the temple, 


I re- 


3 abe all theſe things 1 in my mind, and 
1 fearched what was written of the Meſ- 


he muſt endure a life of ſufferings, even 


4 


9 unto death, before he can attain the 

i promiſed Kingdom; that the full weight 

or the ſins of mankind muſt fall heavy 
C 4 


536 PARADISE REGAINED» 


and be transferred on his head: yet not 


withſtanding all this, F was neither diſ- 
mayed nor diſheartened; I waited the 
time prefixed, when the Baptiſt, who it 


had been foretold. was to come before 
the Meſſiah as his harbinger, and pre- 


pare his way, came, when all the peo- 
ple flocked to his baptiſm. He imme- 
diately knew me, and proclaimed with 
a loud voice who I was, he being no 


more than my harbinger. He refuſed 


to confer baptiſm on me, as I was much 


greater; but Heaven opened her eter- | 


nal doors, from whence the Spirit de- 


ſcended on me in the form of a dove, 


and my Father's voice proclaimed me 
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his beloved Son, in whom he was well 


" pleaſed. Hence I knew. the time was 


now come, when I ſhould leave obſcu- 


| | ; rity, and begin to make known the au- 
q 9 thority which I have derived from hea- 
5 5 ven: and now I am led by ſome ſtrong . 
1 impulſe into this wilderneſs, 1 fulfil 
1 the pleaſure of my heavenly Father. 


So ſpake our morning Star, who was 
now only in his riſing, and looking 
round, beheld a pathleſs deſert, inve- 


7 loped with gloomy horrid ſhades. It 
Was a place that had ſeldom been trod 


| 4 by any human form, and he not hav- 


ing made any remarks when he enter- 


= edit, found it very difficult to return: 
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he ſtill was led on, his mind being fil- 
led with ſuch thoughts of things paſt 


and to come, as recommended this ſo- 
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litude to him rather than the choiceſt f | : 
ſociety. Here he paſſed full forty days, == : 
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but whether his abode was on a hill, or 


in the valley, whether he ſheltered him- 
ſelf under the venerable boughs of ſome 
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from the rains and dews, or took up 


his lodging in ſome loneſome cave, is 
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not revealed; however, he was not 
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he was amongſt wild beaſts, they be- 


hungry, though he taſted no human 
food till thoſe forty days were ended; 
but now he grew hungry. Though 
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came mild at the ſight of him, and nei- 
ther harmed him ſleeping nor waking. 
The fiery ſerpent fled, the noxious worm 
did not approach, and the fierce tiger 
and lion ſtood for his guard. But now 
behold an aged man cloathed in a ru- 
ral garb appeared, as if he was in queſt 
of ſome ſtrayed : ſheep, or gathering 
ſticks, to warm him in the froſty days 
of winter; he ſtood as if amazed, and 
viewed him with a curious eye, and 
then addreſſed him in this manner. 
Pray, Sir, may I aſk what ill chance 
has brought you to this place, ſo far 
from the common road? There ſeldom 
come any here who ever returned; this 
C 6 
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wilderneſs generally makes an end of 
them, with pinang hunger, and thirſt. 
I am the more deſirous of knowing, be- 
cauſe thou appeareſt to me to be the 
man who was ſo much honoured by our 
new-baptizing prophet at the ford of 
Jordan ; he there called thee the Son 
of God: I faw and heard this; for we 
who dwell in theſe wild deſerts are con- 
ſtrained by want and neceſſity to come 
to the neareſt country-town, where we 
are curious and fond to hear what hap- 
pens new in the world. 

The Son of God replied, He who 
brought me hither will conduct me out 
again; I deſire no other guide. 


* 
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By miracle he may, ſaid the ſwain, 
I ſee no other way that he can do it; 


for here we live on tough roots and 


ſubs, are more inured to thirſt than the 


camel, and are obliged to go far for our 
drink, being born to much hardſhip 
and miſery: but if thou be the Son of 
God, command that bread be made out 
of theſe hard ſtones; by this means 
thou wilt both fave thyſelf and relieve 
us, for we ſeldom in theſe lonely de- 
ſerts taſte bread. | 

Here he ended, and the Son of God 
replied: I diſcern thee to be a different 
perſon than thou wouldſt ſeem to ap- 


pear; thinkeſt thou there is ſuch pow- 
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er in bread as to preſerve life? Is it not 
written, that man liveth not by bread 
alone, but by each word that proceeds 
out of the mouth of God? Pray who 


fed our fathers heretofore with manna ? 


Moſes was. forty days on the mount, 


and neither eat nor drank ; and Elijah 
wandered this barren waſte in the ſame 
manner I do now, and was without 
food forty days. I know who thou 
art; wherefore doſt thou tempt me to 
diſtruſt, ſeeing thou knoweſt who I am? 

The arch fiend now undiſguiſed, an- 
ſwered, It is true, I am that unfortu- 
nate Spirit, who was ſo raſh as to league 


with millions, and ſo kept not my firſt 
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ſation, but was driven with them from 
bliſs to the bottomleſs deep: yet I am 
not confined wholly to that hideous 
place, but often leaving my dolorous 
priſon, I enjoy full liberty to range in 
the air round this globe of earth: nei- 
ther does God exclude me from ſome- 
times appearing in heaven, for I was a- 
mongſt the ſons of God when he gave 
into my hands Uzzean Job, to prove 
him, and make his high worth illuſtri- 
cus. And when he propoſed to his an- 
gels to deceive the proud king Ahab, 
and to bring him into fraud, ſo that he 
might fall in Ramoth, they demurring, 
I undertook the office, and glibed-the 
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tongues of all his flattering prophets 
with lies, which tended to his deſtruc- 
tion; for I always obey what he com- 


mands: though I have loſt much of 


the luſtre of my native brightneſs, ſo 
that I cannot be beloved by God, yet I 
am not ſo much loſt to the ſenſe of 
what is good and virtuous, but that J 
deſire to ſee and approach thee, whom 
J know art declared the Son of God; 
to hear attentively thy wiſdom, and be- 
hold thy godlike deeds. F am general- 
ly thought much a foe to mankind; 
but for what reaſon ſhould 1 be ſo? 
they never did me any wrong or vio- 


lenee; for what I have loſt was not by 
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their means: I have rather gained by 
them, and dwell with. them copartner, 
if not diſpoſer, of theſe regions of the 
world. I often lend them my aid and 
advice, by portents, dreams, preſages, 
ſigns, anſwers, and oracles,. by which 
means, if they obſerve well, they may 
direct their future life. They ſay that 
envy excites me chus to gain compani- 
ons of my woe and miſery; it might 
have been ſo at firſt, but now being 
nearer acquainted with woe, I find that 
fellowſhip does not divide nor leſſen 
each man's peculiar burden. It is there- 
fore but ſmall conſolation to have man 


at preſent ſhare my fate: but it pierces 
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me to the quick, when 1 know that 
fallen man ſhall be reſtored, and I ne- 
ver ſhall. 

Our Saviour replied to him thus with 
a ſtern countenance: Thou deſervedly 
art puniſhed, as thou haſt been the fa- 
ther of lies from the beginning, and 
thou wilt end in hes: for why doſt thou 
boaſt of thy releaſe from Hell, and leave 
to come into the Heaven of Heavens ? 
Thou comeſt indeed as a poor miſera- 
ble thrall captive comes to the place 
where he had before fat in ſplendour ; 
thou art now depoſed, ejected, empti- 
ed, gazed at, unpitied, ſhunned, a ſpec- 
tacle of ſcorn and ruin to all the hoſt of 
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Heaven. That happy place imparts no 
— 1 happineſs, no joy to thee, but rather 
inflames thy torments, as it repreſents 
h þ to thee loſt bliſs which thou ſhalt never 
2 partake of again. However, thou art 


ſometimes ſerviceable to the King of 
1 |; : Heaven. Thou wilt not certainly im- 
C1 1 pute to thy obedience what thy fear 


2 


only extorts, or the pleaſure of doing 
ill excites? Was it any thing but ma- 
lice that moved thee to miſdeem righ- 
-* teous Job, and then cruelly to afflict him 
7 with the moſt ſevere of troubles and 
| afflictions ? But his patience foiled all 
thy attempts upon him. The other 
ſervice was thy choſen taſk, to be a har 
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in four hundred mouths, than which 
thou haſt not a greater pleaſure, and 
yet thou pretendeſt to truth ; it is con- 
feſt among the nations, that oracles are 
given by thee; but it. has always been 
thy practice to mix lies with the truth, 
thy anſwers being always dark and am- 
biguous, deluding thoſe chat have aſk 
ed thee. Who ever returned wifer af- 
ter conſulting at thy ſhrine, or got any 
inſtructions from thee, which kept them 
longer from the fatal ſnare? For God 
has juſtly given up the nations to thy 
deluſions, ſince they worſhip idols; but 
when it is his purpoſe to declare his 


providence amongſt them, which is un- 
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known to thee, thou haſt no truth but 
what thou receiveſt from him, -or his 
angels, who diſdaining to approack thy 
hated temples, give thee in command 
every tittle which thou art to ſay to 
thy adorers; and thou with trembling 
fear obeyeſt, like a fawning paraſite. 
Thou aſcribeſt the foretelling of the 
truth to thyſelf, but thy glory in this 
ſhall ſoon be retrenched, and no more 
ſhalt thou abuſe the Gentiles by thy o- 
racles. Henceforth oracles ſhall ceaſe, 
and thou ſhalt no more be enquired for 
at Delphos, or any where elle, with 
pompous ſacrifice; for if they do en- 
quire of thee, they ſhall find thee dumb. 
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God hath now ſent his loving oracle 
into the world, to teach his final will, 
and ſhall henceforth ſend the ſpirit of 
truth, as an inward oracle to dwell in 
pious hearts, which ſhall be a conſtant 
and ſufticient guide to lead them into 
all the truth that is requiſite for them 
to know. 

So ſpake our Saviour, and the ſub- 
tle fiend, though inwardly ſtung with 
anger and diſdain, returned him this 
ſmooth anſwer. 

Thou haſt rebuked me very ſharply, 
and Charged me with crimes which 1 


have committed not wilfully, but what 


Pure miſery has compelled me to; for 
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you ſeldom find one miſerable, who 
will not part from truth, if he thinks a 
lie will be of moſt ſervice to him; he 
will be ready always to ſay and unſay, 
to feign friendſhip, to flatter, and to ab- 
jure his opinion: but chou art placed 
Lord above me, and therefore I muſt 
ſubmit to thy reproof, and reckon my- 
{elf happy if I can eſcape ſo eaſily. Hard 
are the ways of truth, and difficult to 
trace, though they be ſmooth on the 
tongue, and plealing to the ear as the 


ſilvan pipe or ſong. What then if I de- 
light to hear the dictates of truth from 

thy mouth? Moſt men admire virtue, 
though they do not tread her paths; 
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and as no man comes to hear thee here, 


ſuffer me when I come at leaſt to talk 


about-it, though I for ever deſpair of i | 
attaining it. Thy father, who is holy, 


wiſe, and pure, ſuffers the hypocritical 
and atheiſtical prieſt to handle holy 
things, to tread his ſacred courts, and 
adminiſter at his altar, offering up pray” 
ers and vows; and even Balaam, the 
reprobate prophet, though inſpired ; 
therefore I pray thee ſuffer me this 
ſmall privilege. 

Our Saviour with a calm look an- 


ſwered: Though I know thy intention 


of coming hither, yet I neither bid nor 


forbid thee; do as thou findeſt thou 
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haſt permiſſion from above, for thou 
canſt do nothing without that. 

He ſaid no more; when Satan with 
humble reverence bowed, and diſap- 
peared in thin air. The night now with 
her ſable wings made the deſert appcar 
doubly ſullen; the fowls took ſhel- 
ter in their clay neſts, and the wild 
beaſts came forth to roam in the woods. 


END OF BOOK FIRST. 
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N the mean time, Andrew and Si- 


mon, and the new- baptized, Who 
yet remained with the Baptiſt at Jor- 
dan, now miſſing him whom they had 
ſo lately heard declared Jeſus the Meſ- 
ſiah, and on that high authority had 
talked with him, and believed on him, 
they began to doubt, and as the time 
of his abſence increaſed, they doubted 
che more. Sometimes they thought he 
; D 2 
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might be only ſhewn for a time, and 
then caught up again to God, as Moſes 
was, and miſſing long; and the great 


Thiſbite, who was caught up on fiery 
wheels, and rode to Heaven. There- 
fore as thoſe young prophets ſought 
loſt Elijah with care, ſo theſe diligent- 
ly ſought him in every place nigh Be- 
thabara; in Jeric0,in the City of Palms, 
Enon, and Salem, Machrus, and every 


town and walled city on this ade of the 8 | 


broad lake of Genezaret, and in Perea; 


not find him. Then on the bank of : 
Jordan, by a .creek, where winds. with 
reeds and ofiers whiſpering play, they 


— 
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joined a number of plain fiſhegmen in 
a low cottage; and with them lamented 
their great misfortune. Alas! faid they, 
how are our” high hopes blaſted! our 
eyes have beheld. the Meſſiah, who was 
expected by our fathers ; we beheld 
him, and heard his words of wiſdom, 
full of grace and truth: we expected 
that deliverance was at hand, and that 
the kingdom ſhould:be reſtored to If- 
raelz this filled our hearts with joy, but 
how ſoon is it turned into perplexity 
and amazement! Fon whither is he 
gone? What accident can have bereft 
us of him? After his appearance, will 
he again retire from us, and prolong 
D. z | 
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our expectation? O God of Iſrael, ſend i 
thy Meſſiah forth; the appointed time 3 
is certainly come, for behold the kings : | | 
of the earth, how they oppreſs thy cho- : 
ſen, to what height they have exalted ; 
their unjuſt power, and caſt behind them 
all fear of thee. Ariſe and vindicate 
thy glory, and free thy people from b 


their yoke. But let us wait with pa- 
-tience ; he has begun to fulfil his pro- : 
miſe ; he has ſent his Anointed, and re- f | 
vealed him to us by his great Prophet : i 
we have convemed. with him in public; 1 
let us be glad of this, and lay Al our 4 


fears on his providence; he will not 


fail, neither will he mock us, by giving 
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us a ſight of him, and then withdraw- 


ing him from us for ever: ſoon we 


ſhall ſee our hope, our joy return. 
Thus they reſume new hopes after 
all their complaints, that they ſhould at 
laſt find him again, who at firſt had free- 
ly diſcovered himſelf without their ſo 
much as looking for him. 
- But his holy mother Mary could 
not compoſe herſelf, when ſhe ſaw o- 
+ hers return from Jordan, and not him, 
nor could hear any tidings of him from 
thoſe who did return, and with. trou- 
bled thoughts and ſighs ſhe thus vented 
her complaints: What does it avail me 
to have conceived of God, or to receive 
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the acclamation of being highly fa- | 
voured of the Lord, while I am no 
more exempted from ſorrow than the ; 


common race of women, who have not 


been honoured with being the mother 
of the Meſſiah, who was born in ſuck a 
poor condition, as ſcarcely to be ſhelter- 
ed from the bleak. air? 8 ſtable was the 
only aſylum we could find, and a man- 
ger his cradle, and then obliged to fly 


into Egypt, till the murdering king was 
dead who ſought his life; which being 


diſappointed of, he made the ſtreets f 


Bethlehem run with infant blood. When 
we returned from Egypt, he was obli- 


ged to follow ſuch a private, contem- 


„ 
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plative, and inactive life, as to make him 


unſuſpected by any king; and when 


he was full grown to manhood, at John's 
baptiſm his Father's voice from Heaven 
publicly owned him to be his Son. I 
looked for honour, but alas! Simon's 
prophecy has been too well fulfilled, 
That he was born for the fall and riſing 
again of many in Iſrael, and that I ſhould 
be ſo exalted in afflictions, that a very 
ſword would paſs through my ſoul: but 


I will not argue nor repine at my af. | 
7 flitions, as I may be bleſt notwithſtand- 


ing. I cannot imagine what great event 
now detains him. It is true, I loſt him 
when he was ſcarce twelve years old, 
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but when 1 found him, I ſaw he could || 
not loſe himſelt, as he was employed a- ; 
bout his Father's buſineſs. I did not f 
then underſtand what he meant, but he 
no doubt is now buſied in ſome great- 
er affair. I am now inured to trouble, | 
and will therefore wait with patience; | 
for my heart has been long a ſtore-houſe 


of portending events and ſtrange fay- 
ings. To os Di 


During this time her Son was tra- 


cing the wild defert alone, meditating 


with holy ardour on the moſt proper | 


way to begin, and how fully to accom- | 
pliſh the high miſſion he was ſent from 
Heaven to fulfil: for Satan with a ſly 
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compliment had promiſed him to return, 
and winged his way to the middle re- 
gion of the thick air; there with all his 


potentates aſſembled, in a moſt ſolemn 


grave manner, without the leaſt boaſt- 


ing or ſign of joy, he thus accoſted 


them: Princes, heaven's antient ſons, 


æthereal thrones, demonian ſpirits, ye 


powers of water, fire, air, earth, in or- 


der that we may keep peaceable poſſeſ- 
ſion of theſe mild regions, without new 
troubles, I muſt inform you, that a moſt 
potent enemy has ariſen to invade us, 
who threatens our expulſion from our 
preſent habitations, and to drive us 
down to Hell. You know at your de- 
D 6 
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fire I undertook the expedition; I have 
found him, viewed him, and taſted him, 
but find there is a far greater labour to 
be undergone, than when 1 dealt with 
the firſt man Adam. If this be a man 
by the mother's ſide, yet he is adorned 
from Heaven with more than human 
gifts; he has arrived at abſolute perfec- 
tion, and fuch amplitude of mind, and 
other divine graces, that he 1s ſuperior 
to the greateſt deeds. I have therefore 
not ſuch ſanguine hopes of ſucceeding 
here, as I had with Eve in Paradiſe. I 
now fummon you all to be in readineſs 
to aſſiſt me with hand or counſel, leſt I, 
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who have thought none my equal, now 
be overmatched. 


They all with a hideous noiſe pro- 


miſed their utmoſt aid, and that they 
would be ready to obey his commands. 
Then Belial, the moſt diſſolute ſpirit, 


the greateſt ſenſualiſt that fell, and, af- 


ter Aſmodai, the fleſſilieſt incubus, thus 


adviſed. 

Set before him ſome of the daugh- 
ters of men, who are as beautiful as an- 
gels, and more like goddeſſes than mor- 
tal creatures, ſuch as are graceful and 


diſcreet, who have inchanting tongues, 


and are expert in amorous arts, who 


know how to mix virgin majeſty with 
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mildneſs ; ſuch as are {killed in dally- 
ing, who with a forbidding look retire, 
and yet in retiring entangle the hearts 
of men in their amorous nets;. ſuch an 
object will have the power to ſoften 
and tame the ſevereſt temper, and 
ſmooth the ruggedeſt brow : ſuch will 
with voluptuous hope diſſolve, and lead 
on the moft reſolute man, as the load- 
ſtone draws the hardeit iron. Women 
beguiled the Heart of Solomon, and 
made him not only build, but bow to, 
the Gods of his wives. 1 3 
Satan boldly replied, Belial, thou 


art wrong, thou judgeſt others by thy- 
ſelf: becauſe formerly thou doatedſt 
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on woman-kind, admiring their ſhape, 
their colour, and attractive graces, there- 
fore thou thinkeſt that all others are 
taken by fuch toys. It 1s true, thou 
and thy luſty crew, who were falſly 
called Gods, roamed about the earth 
before the flood, and caſt wanton eyes 
upon the daughters of men, coupled 
with them, and begat a race. We have 
often heard of your wiles in betraying 
ſeveral rare beauties, as Caliſto, Clyme- 
ne, Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, Amy- 
mone, Syrinx, and many more. Too 
long didſt thou eſcape under the names 
of Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, 


or ſome fawn or ſatyr. But women 
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do not delight all men alike. How ma- 
ny. have beth ſmiled at and ſcorned 
beauty and all her lures? Remember 
how ſlightly the Pellean youthful con- 
queror looked upon all the oriental 
beauties: how he ſirnamed of Africa, 
though in his prime, diſmiſſed the Ibe- 
Tian maid. As for Solomon, he lived 
at eaſe, full of bender and wealth, and 
fared luxuriouſly ; he aimed at nothing 
higher than to indulge himſelf, and en- 
joy his ſtate: by this means he became 
- expoſed and ready. to be overcome with 


the baits of women. But he whom 


we now attempt, is wiſer far than So- 


lomon, of a more exalted mind, and 


to 
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fet wholly. on the accompliſhment of 
the greateſt things. What woman will 
you find fo accompliſhed, that he will 
find leiſure or vouchſafe to caſt an eye 
of. fond deſire upon her? Or ſhould Ve- 
nus as a queen deſcend, begirt with the 
fame winning charms with which ſhe 
wrought formerly on Jove, ſhe would 
have as little effect: one look from his 
majeſtic. brow, ſeated as on the top of 
Virtue's hill, would rout and overcome 
all her female pride, and make her ſtand 
abaſhed, with reverential awe: for beau- 
ty is eſteemed only by weak minds, 
who are eaſily led captive. Only ceaſe 
to admire her, and all her plumes will 


90 PARADISE REGAINED. 


fall flat, and be eſteemed only as a tri- 
vial toy; for ſhe being lighted, will 
remain confqunded : we muſt therefore 
try his conſtancy with manlier objects, 
with ſuch as have more ſhow of worth, | 
honour, glory, and popular praiſe : 
theſe are rocks on which the greateſt of 
men have frequently ſplit ; or I ſhall 
try him only with ſuch things as nature 
alone ſeems to have a defire to ſatisfy 
in a lawful manner; and now I know 
he hungers in a wild wilderneſs, where 
no food is to be found: you may com- 
mit the reſt to me, I ſhall frequently 
make trial of his ſtrength, and let no 


PARADISE REGAINED. 91 


oopantuaity {lip to take all * 
I can of his preſent ſituation. 

Here Satan ceaſed, and with loud ap- 
plauſe they granted him all he deſired, 
allowing him to take a choſen band of 
ſuch ſpirits as were equal in guile to 
himſelf; theſe were to be ready at his 
beck, if there were any occaſion to at- 
tempt fome noble ſcene, every perſon 


being fully apprized of the part he was 
to a&. With theſe he takes his fight 
to the deſert, where ſtill the Son of God 
had been wandring from ſhade to ſhade, 
and had remained faſting for- a 
days. E 
Now beginning to hunger, he ſaid 
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to himſelf, Where will all this end? I 


have now: wandered in this maze forty 


neither have I had any: appetite for it; 
L impute this not to any virtue of mine, 


as nature needs none, therefore I make 
* 

no account of any of my ſufferings; for 

if God ſupport nature without any re- 


paſt, there is no praiſe to the perſon 


who endures hunger. But I now feel 


I am. hungry,. which is a ſure ſign that 


nature ſtands in need of what ſhe aſks; 
yet God can ſatisfy that need ſome o- 
ther way: though hunger ſtill remain, 
tam content, if my body do not waſte; 


days, and have not taſted: human food, 


=. #*. * 


ry 
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I am fed with better thoughts, my meat 
and drink is to do my Father's will. 

It was the dead hour of night, when 
thus the Son communed with himſelf 
in his ſilent walks; he then laid him 
down under the hoſpitable covert of 


thick interwoven trees, where he dream- 


ed, as appetite is wont to dream, of 
meats and drinks, the ſweet refreſh- 
ment of nature. He thought he ſtood 
by the brook of Cherith, and ſaw the 
ravens, with their horny deaks bring- 
ing every morning food to Elijah, and 
though ravenous, taught to abſtain from 
what they brought. He ſaw the Pro- 
phet alſo how he fled into the deſert, 
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and how there he ſlept under a juniper; 
then how he awaked, and found his 
ſupper on the coals prepared, and was 
ordered by the angel to riſe and eat, 


and eat a ſecond time, the ſtrength of 


which ſufficed him forty days. Some- 
times that with Elijah he partook, or 
as 2 gueſt with Daniel at his pulſe. 
Thus he wore out the night, and now 
the herald lark had left his ground- neſt, 
towering on high, to deſcry the ap- 
proach of morning, and greet her with 
a ſong. Our Saviour as lightly roſe 
from his graſſy couch, and found it was 
all a dream; faſting he went to fleeÞ, 

and faſting he aroſe. He then wander- 
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ed up a hill, from whoſe high top he 
might view the proſpect around, to ſee 
if he could obſerve any cottage, herd 
or ſheep cot: but he could perceive 
none of thoſe, he only ſaw a pleaſant 
grove, which reſounded with the chaunt 
of chearful birds; thither he bent his 
way, determined in this place to reſt at 
noon ; he ſoon entered the high-roofed 
ſhade, and walked beneath through al- 
leys brown, that opened to his view a 
woody ſcene, which ſeamed the work 
of nature (for nature at firſt taught art), 
and a ſuperſtitious eye - would have 
thought it the haunt of wood-gods and 


wood-nymphs ;. he viewed it round, 
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when ſuddenly a man ſtood before him, 
Rot clad in the ruſtic manner of the 
perſon who formerly appeared to him, 
but genteelly, as one who had been 


bred in a court, palace, or ſome city, 
and with a flattering tongue addrefled 
him thus. | 

Having gained leave, I officiouſly re- 
turn, and am ſurprized to find that the 
Son of God ſhould abide ſo long in this 
wild ſolitude, for I am certain you muſt 
be very hungry. Hiſtory has inform- 
ed us that fome others of note have trod 
this wilderneſs; the fugitive bond-wo- 
man, with her ſon, ont-caſt Nebaioth, 
found relief by a providing angel; all 


fo 
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the race of Iſrael had periſhed here, had 
not God rained manna from Heaven ; 
and that bold prophet the native of 
Thebes, when he wandered here, was 


| fed twice by an angel, who invited him 


to eat: but you have been deſerted 
more than forty days, and none has had 
the leaſt regard for thee, whether thou 
periſheſt or not. 

Jeſus anſwered, what doſt thou con- 
clude from hence? They all had need, 
thou ſeeſt L have none. | 

Satan replied, how haſt thou hun- 
ger, then? Tell me, if food were ſet be- 
fore thee, wouldſt thou not eat? Juſt as 
I bke the giver, anſwered Jeſus. Why 

E 
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ſhould that cauſe thy refuſal, replied 
the ſubtle fiend? Haſt not thou right 
to all created things? Do not all the 
creatures by juſt right owe duty and 
ſervice to thee? They ought to the ut- 
moſt of their power to tender all ſervice 
to thee, and not ſtay till they are bid. 
I do not mention meats that are by the 
law unclean, or thoſe offered to idols, 
thoſe young Daniel could refuſe; nor 
thoſe proffered by an enemy, though 
thoſe who are oppreſſed by want would 
not ſcruple, to aſſwage their hunger. 
| Behold nature, very much aſhamed that 
thou ſhouldſt want, hath purveyed from 


all the elements the choiceſt ſtore, to 
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treat thee with honour as her Lord, 
only deign to ſit down and eat. 

Ile ſpake no dream, for as ſoon as he 
had ended, our Saviour lifting up his 
eyes, beheld under the broadeſt ſhade a 
table richly ſpread, in regal mode, with 
diſhes full of meats of nobleſt ſort and 
ſavour, beaſts of chace, or fowl of game, 
baked in pies, roaſted or boiled; all the 
different kinds of fiſh from the ſea, the 
river and the pond, of the moſt exqui- 
lite taſte, for which Pontus, the Lucrine 
bay, and the coaſt of Africa had been 
drained. Alas, how ſimple to this en- 


tertainment. was that crude apple that 


diverted Eve! And at a ſtately ſide- 
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board filled with wines of the moſt fra- 
grant ſmell, ſtood tall ſtripling youths, 
richly clad, fairer than Ganymede or 
Hylas; and at a farther diſtance under 
the trees ſtood nymphs of Diana's train, 
and Naiades with fruits and flowers 
from Amalthea's horn, and ladies of 
the Heſperides, fairer than thoſe feign- 
ed of old, or fabled ſince of fairy dam- 
ſels met in wide foreſts by Knights of 
Logres, or of Lyones, Lancelot, Pelleas, 
or Pellenore; and all the while the 
moſt harmonious muſic was heard from 
various inftruments and enchanting 
voices, the gentle gales fanning all the 


odours of Arabia, and Flora's earlieſt 
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ſmells. Such was the ſplendour of this 
feaſt, and the Tempter now carneſtly 
renewed his invitation. 
Why does the Son of God doubt to 
ſit and eat? Theſe are not forbidden 
fruits, no interdict prohibits the touch- 
ing of theſe pure viands, which will ne- 
ver work any evil, but preſerve life, 
and deſtroy life's enemy, hunger. All 
theſe woods, and ſprings, with theſe at- 
tendants, are only thy gentle miniſters, 
who come to pay homage to thee, and 
acknowledge thee their Lord: why 
doſt thou doubt, Son of God? rife, lit 
down and cat. 
To which Jeſus replied with great 
E 
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compoſure: ſaidſt thou not that I had 
a right to all things? and who with- 
holds my power that right to uſe? Is 
there any neceſſity therefore that I 
ſhould receive as a gift what I have of 
my own? I can as ſoon as thee com- 
mand a table in this wilderneſs, and call 
ſwift flights of angels, arrayed in glory, 


to miniſter and attend upon my cup. 


Why ſhould thou then obtrude this 
diligence, in vain, when thou art ſure it 
can meet with no acceptance? Haſt thou 
any thing to do with my hunger? I 


contemn thy pompous delicacies, and 


count thy ſpecious gifts no more than 


guiles. 
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The infernal Spirit anſwered, thou 
ſceſt that I have alſo power to give, and 
and as I have freely and voluntarily of- 
fered thee what I might have given to 
any body elfe, why ſhould not thou 
therefore accept of it? But I obſerve 
whatever I can do or offer 1s ſuſpected, 
and therefore I ſhall diſpoſe of them to 
thoſe who have earned the far-fetched 
fpoil. Thus ſaying, the table and pro- 
viſion vaniſhed, and the found of har- 


pies' wings and talons was heard in the 


air; but the importunate Tempter ſtill 
remained, and began again to purſue 
his temptation. 
Hunger tames other creatures, but 1 
_ 
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ſee it will not move thee; thy tempe- 
rance 1s invincible, for thy whole heart 
is fixed on high actions and deſigns; but 
you will find great difficulties in atchie- 
ving thoſe, for great enterprizes require 
great means to accompliſh them, and 
you are both without friends, and un- 
known, of low birth, thy father a car- 
penter, and thyſelf bred up in poverty ; 
and thou art here hunger-bit, and loſt 
in a deſert: therefore by what means 
doſt thou hope to aſpire to greatneſs? 
Whence canſt thou derive authority, 
what retinue canſt thou have, or what 
followers canſt thou gain, except the 


dizzy multitude, and they will not ſtay 
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with thee longer than thou canſt feed 
them at thy colt. It is money alone 
that brings friends, honour, conqueſt, 
md realms. What was it that raiſed 
Antipater the Edomite, and placed his 
ſon Herod.on the throne of Judah, but 
gold that got him powerful friends? 
Therefore if thou wouldſt arrive at 


great things, get riches firſt, heap up 


wealth and treaſure ; if thou wilt take 


my advice, thou wilt meet with few 
difſiculties, for riches are mine, fortune 
is in my hand; thoſe whom I tavour 
thrive, and get wealth and riches, while 
virtue, valour, wiſdom, ſit in want. 
Jeſus patiently replied, wealth with- 
E 5. 
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out virtue, valour, wiſdom, is of little 


uſe to gain dominion, or to keep it when 
gained. Witneſs thoſe antient empires 
of the world, which were diſſolved in 
height of all their wealth: but men 
when endued with theſe have oft at- 


tained the higheſt dominion, though in 


the loweſt poverty; as Gideon, Jeph- 
tha, and the ſhepherd lad, whoſe off- 
ſpring fat ſo many ages on the throne 
of Judah, and ſhall yet regain that ſeat, 


and reign in Iſrael ages without end. 


It is not unknown to me what has been. 


done among the Heathen worthy of 
memorial, and canſt not thou remem- 


ber Quintus, Fabricius, Curius, Regu- 
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tus? for I eſteem thoſe names of men, 
who, though poor, could do mighty 
things, and could contemn riches, tho” 
offered to them by the hands of kings. 
Pray what ſeems wanting in me, but 
that I may, though now. in poverty, 
foon accompliſh as much as they did, 
and perhaps more? Extol not riches 
then, the toil of fools, and the wile 
man's cumbrance, as they are frequent- 
ly a ſnare more apt to ſlacken his pur- 
ſuit of virtue, than to prompt him to 
do any thing that may merit praiſe. 


What thou gh with like averſion I ſhould 


reject riches and realms; for a crown, 


though golden in ſhew, is but a wreath | 
E 6 
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of thorns, which brings dangers, trou- 
bles, and fleepleſs nights to him that 
wears it, when every man's burden lies 
upon his ſhoulders: for in this ſtands 
the office of a king, his honour, virtue, 
merit, and chief praiſe, that he bears all 
this weight for the ſake of the publick. 
Yet he who reigns within himſelf, and 
rules his paſſions, deſires, and fears, is 
more than king; and this every. wife 
and virtuous man attains. It Jooks bad 
in thoſe who cannot attain it, to aſpire 
to rule cities of men, or head-ftrong 
multitudes, when he is fubject himſelf 
to anarchy within, and lawleſs paſſions. 
But to guide nations in the way of truth 
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by ſaving doctrine, to know and wor- 
ſhip God aright, is ſtill more kingly ; 
this attracts the ſoul, and governs the 
inner man, which is the nobler part : 
the other reigns only over the body, 
and often by force, which can be no 


ſecure delight to a generous mind. Be- 


ſides, it is allowed, that it is greater, 


is and more noble and magnanimous, to 
ſe give a kingdom, or lay it down, than 
d to aſſume one. Riches then are no bleſſ- 
be ing of themſelves, but a curſe, to gain 
g a ſcepter, which it often would have 
If been better to have miſled. 


ch END OF BOOK SECOND. 
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AFTER the Son of God had thus 
ſpoken, Satan was ſtruck dumb, 


and confounded, and knew not what 
reply to make, fully convinced of the 
fallaciouſneſs of his argument. But 
at length collecting all his ſerpent wiles, 
he renews his attempt with ſoothing 
and flattering words. 

I ſee thou knoweſt every thing which 


is needful to be known, canſt ſay eve- 
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ry thing that is beſt to be ſaid, and 
canſt do every thing which is beſt to 
be done; thy actions and thy words 
agree together; thy heart contains e- 
very thing which is good, wile, and 
juſt. If nations and kings ſhould con- 
ſult thee, thou would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thummim, thoſe oraculous 
gems on Aaron's breaſt, and as infalli- 
ble as the tongue of the ſeers of old; 
thy {kill in the art of war is fo great, 
that ail the world could not withſtand 
thy armed few. Wherefore then doſt 
thou hide theſe godlike virtues, and af- 
fect this obſcure life in a ſavage wilder- 
neſs? Wherefore doit thou deprive the 
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world of the pleaſure they would have 
in beholding thee, in admiring thy acts, 
thy fame, and glory, which would ſtir 
up a ſpirit of emulation in the moſt bold 
and daring ſpirits, who deſpiſe every 
other pleaſure, eſteem all the treaſures 
of the world as droſs, and look upon 
ambition as the higheſt of all glories. 
Thou art now ripe, yea over-ripe,'in 
years; the ſon of the Macedonian Phi- 
lip, before he arrived at your age, had 
won Aſia, and the throne of Cyrus held 
at his diſpoſal; young Scipio had 
brought down the Carthaginian pride, 
young Pompey quelled the Pontic king, 
and had rode in triumph. When ma- 
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ture years arrive, they do not quench but 
augment the thirſt of glory. Great 
Julius, whom now all the world admire, 
the more he grew in years, the more he 
was inflamed with glory, and wept be- 


cauſe he had lived ſo long inglorious: 


but thou art not too late to get immor- 


tal glory. | 

Our Saviour replied in the cooleſt 
manner, All thy arguments can never 
perſuade me to ſeek wealth for the fake 
of empire, nor empire for glory's ſake; 
for what is glory, but the blaze of fame? 
The people's praiſe is like a bubble, for 


the mixt rabble extol vulgar things, 


which when narrowly weighed, are 


PARADISE REGAINED. 115 


ſcarce worth any praiſe at all; for they 
praife and admire they know not what, 
nor whom, but as one leads the. other. 
And what real pleaſure can it be to be 
extolled by ſuch perſons? It would 
therefore be a greater praiſe to be de- 
ſpiſed by them, than to live upon their 
tongues, and be their talk. The wiſe 
and intelligent amongſt them are but 
few, and glory can ſcarcely be raiſed of 
few. This is true glory and renown, 
when God looks with approbation on 
the earth, and marks the juſt man, pro- 
claiming him through heaven to all his 
angels, who with unaffected applauſe 
recount his praiſes. Thus he reward- 
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ed Job (as thou mayeſt well remember, 
to thine eternal infamy); he aſked thee, 
Haſt thou ſeen my ſervant Job? he is 
famous in heaven, though leſs known 
on earth, where glory is falſe glory, and 
frequently attributed to men not wor- 
thy of fame. They err who count it 
glorious to ſubdue large kingdoms, and 
carry their conqueſts far and wide, o- 
ver- run extenſive countries, win great 
battles, and take cities by aſſault. But 
what do theſe great worthies but rob, 
ſpoil, burn, ſlaughter, and enſlave peace- 
able nations, leading captive ſuch as de- 
ſerve freedom more than thoſe their 


conquerors, who leave behind nothing 
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but ruin whereſoever they rove, and 
deſtroy all the flouriſhing works of 
peace, which {ſwell them ſo with pride, 
that they muſt be called gods, and the 
benefactors and deliverers of mankind, 
and worſhipped with temple, prieſt, and 
facrifice. One ſtiles himſelf the Son of 
Jove, another the Son of Mars, till the 
powerful conqueror Death diſcovers 
them to be ſcarce men, deformed, roll- 
ing in brutiſh vices, who if they had 
their juſt reward, would be puniſhed 
with a violent and ſhameful death. But 
if there be any thing that is good or 
great in glory, it may be attained by 


far diſſerent means, by wiſdom, pa- 
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tience, temperance, and the deeds of 
peace, without ambition, war, or vio- 
lence; as he did who patiently bore all 
thy wrongs, and was made famous in 


an obſcure land, but is now honoured 


with the title of patient Job; and the 


next to be remembered is poor Socra- 
tes, who, though he ſuffered an unjuſt 
death for truth's ſake, yet he lives now 
equal in fame to the proudeſt conquer- 
ors. Shall I ſeek glory then as vain 
man ſeeks it, often not deſerved ? No, 
I ſeck not my own, but his who ſent 
me, which is a ſure demonſtration from 


whence I am. 


The Tempter murmuring thus repli- 
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. ed: Think not ſo lightly of glory, thy 
Father himſelf ſeeks it; for his glory 
all things were made, for it he governs 
| all things; he is glorified by all the an- 
gels, and requires glory from all men, 
holy and unholy, Jew, Greek, and Bar- 
barian, nay, from his very enemies. 
To whom our Saviour replied, It is 
no more than reaſonable that he ſhould 
be glorified, ſince his word produced 
all things, though not for glory, but to 
ſhew forth his goodneſs, and to com- 
municate his good freely to every ſoul; 
and certainly he could expect nothing 
leſs than thanks for this. This un- 
doubtedly is the lighteſt, eaſieſt, and 
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readieſt recompence from them who 
could return him nothing elſe; and is 
it not ungrateful to return contempt 
and diſhonour for fo much good, ſo 
much beneficence? Bat why ſhould 
man ſeek glory, who has nothing of 
his own, and to whom nothing belongs 
but condemnation, ignominy, and 
ſhame? Who for ſo many benefits re- 
ceived has turned ingrate and falſe, and 
ſo deſpoiled himſelf of all true good, 
yet, ſacrilegious, would take that to 
nimſelf which of right belongs to God ; 
but notwithſtanding this, God Mill is ſo 
bountiful, that thoſe who advance not 
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their own glory, but his, he will ad- 
vance to glory. 

So ſpake the Son of God, at which 
Satan was ſtruck dumb with the guilt 
of his own fin; for he himſelf being in- 
ſatiable of glory, had loſt all ; but re- 
collecting, he bethought himſelf of ano- 
ther plea. 

Though according to your account 
glory is not worth ſeeking, yet thou 
art born to a kingdom, ordained to fit 
upon the throne of David thy father ; 
and though thy right be now in pow- 
erful hands, that will not part eaſily with 
poſſeſſion won with arms; Judea and all 
the promiſed land are now reduced to 
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a Roman province, and ſubject to Ti- 
berius, who rules with an iron rod, ha- 
ving frequently violated the temple, and 
broken the laws: And can you think 
to regain your right by fitting ſtill, or 
thus retiring to the wilderneſs? Macha- 
| beus did not ſo; he retired into the de- 
ſert, but there he gathered an army, 
and ſo often prevailed over a great and 
mighty king, that by ſtrong hand his 
family, though prieſts, uſurped David's 
throne: but if kingdoms will not move 
thee, let the zeal of thy Father's houſe, 
and the love of thy country, to free her 
from heathen ſervitude. By this means 


you will fulfil the ſayings of thoſe pro- 


ler 


ins 
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phets of old who ſung thy endleſs reign: 
therefore the ſooner you aſſume this 
throne the better. 

Our Saviour replied, All things are 
beſt fulfilled in their due time, and 
Truth hath ſaid, that there is time for 
all things. If prophetic writ hath told 


that of my kingdom there ſhall be no 


end, ſo the Father, in whoſe hands all 
times and ſeaſons roll, hath decreed 
when it ſhall begin. What if he has 
decreed, that I ſhall firſt be tried with 
adverſity and a humble ſtate, with tri- 
bulation, inſults, injuries, contempt and 
ſcorn, ſnares and violence, ſuffering and 
abſtaining, that he may know what I 
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can ſuffer, and how obey ; as thoſe 
know beſt how to reign, who firſt have 
ſuffered. But what does it concern 
thee when I begin my everlaſting king- 
dom? Why art thou ſolicitous? Know- 
eſt thou not that my riſing is thy fall, 
and my promotion will be thy deſtruc- 
tion? : 

The Tempter inwardly racked repli- 
ed, Let that come when it comes; all 
hope of my reception into grace is loſt; 
there can he nothing worſe than this; 
for where there is no hope, there is no 
fear. I there be any thing worſe, the 
expectation of it torments me more than 
the feeling of it at laſt can do. There- 
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fore I would be at the worſt; the worſt 


is my harbour, my ultimate repoſe ; I 
would defire to attain. my final good. 


My error was my: error, and my crime 
my crime ; whoſoever is condemned 
for his own fault, will alike be puniſh- 
ed, whether thou reigneſt or not; tho” 
I would willingly fly to that gentle 
brow, and hope thy reign, from that 
placid aſpect, would not aggravate 'my 
guilt, but be a kind ſhelter and inter- 
poſition from the ſcorching heat, and 
as a ſummer's cloud ſtand between me 
and thy Father's ire, which 1 dread 
more than the flames of Hell. If I run 
to the worſt, why move thy feet ſo flow 

F 3 


126 PARADISE REGAINED. 


to what is beſt? It would be happy both 
to thyſelf and all the world, that thou 
who worthieſt art ſhould be their king. 
Perhaps thou muſeſt on the dangerouſ- 
neſs of the enterprize; it is no wonder, 
for though all the perfections that can 
be found in man are united in thee, 
yet thy life has been private, the moſt 
part of thy time has been ſpent at 
home, you have not ſo much as ſeen 
the ſmall towns in Galilee, and have not 
been but once a- year at Jeruſalem; in 
ſhort, you are quite ignorant of the 
world and its glory: empires and mo- 
narchs, and their radiant courts, are the 


beſt ſchools of experience in all things 
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that lead to great actions. The wiſeſt 
and unexperienced will be always timo- 
rous ; as he who ſeeking aſſes found a 
kingdom: But I will take thee where 
thou ſhalt ſee the monarchies of the 


earth, their pomp and ſtate. There you 
will learn thoſe regal myſteries, that ſo 
thou mayeſt know how to. withſtand 
their oppolition. 

With that (ſuch power was given 
him then) he took the Son of God up 
to a high. mountain, at whoſe verdant 
foot a ſpacious plain ſtretched out it- 
ſelf; from its fide flowed two rivers, 
the one winding, the other ſtrait, 
and a fair champain country lay be- 
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tween them, with ſmaller broaks inter- 
veined, then meeting, they joined their 
tribute ta the ſea. The glebe was fer- 
tile in corn, wine, and oil; the paſtures 
were thronged with herds, and the hills 
with flocks. Here he ſaw huge cities 
with high towers, that ſeemed to be 
the ſeats of mighty monarchs, and the 
proſpect was fo large, that here and 
there was room for a dry barren deſert, 
without either rivers or ſprings. The 
Tempter brought our Saviour to this 
high mountain's top, and then addreſſ- 
ed him thus. 


We have been very expeditious in 
travelling over hills and dales, foreſts, 
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Lelds, floods, temples and towers, and 
bave cut ſhorter many a league. Here 
thou beholdeſt the empire of Aſſyria 
and her antient bounds, Araxes and the 
Caſpian lake, thence on as far as Indus 
caſt, and the Euphrates weſt, and a great 
way beyond; to the ſouth the Perſian 
bay, and Arabia's burning deſerts; here 
Nineveh, ſeveral days journey within 
her walls, built by Ninus of old, the 
ſeat of that firſt golden monarchy, and 
of Salmanaſſar; there Babylon, the 
wonder of all tongues, rebuilt by him 
who twice led captive Judah, and all 
thy father David's houſe, and laid waſte 
"i 
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Jeruſalem, till Cyrus ſet them free ; 
there thou ſeeſt the cities of Perſepolis, 
and Bactra; and there the vaſt ſtruc- 
ture of Ecbatana, and Hecatompylos 
with her hundred gates; there Suſa 
ſtands by the amber ſtream of Choaſpes, 
the drink of none but kings. Now 
turning with eaſy eye thou mayeſt be- 
hold the great Seleucia, and Nicibis, 
built by Emathian or by Parthian hands, 
and Artaxata, Teredon ; and Teſiphon. 
Thou art juſt come in time to have a 
view of the power of the great Arſaces, 

who firſt founded that empire, won from 

the luxurious kings of Antioch; for 
now the Parthian kin g hath gathered 
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all his hoſt in Teſiphon againſt the Scy- 
thian, whoſe wild incurſions have wa- 
ſted Sogdiana ; he now marches in haſte 
to her aid; ſee, though from far, his 
thouſands, in what martial equipage 
they iſſue forth, their arms ſteel bows 
and ſhafts; they are all horſemen, in 
whoſe military exerciſe they moſt excel: 
ſee how they appear in warlike muſter, 
in rhombs, wedges, halt-moons, and 
wings. 

| He looked and ſaw what prodigious 
numbers poured from the city gates, in 


all military pride, both they and their 


horſes clad in coats of mail; and not- 
withſtanding the weight of their ar- 
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mour, yet they are fleet and ſtrong, 


and prancing bear their riders, who are 
the choice and flower of many provin- 
ces from one end to the other of his do- 
minions; from Arachoſia and Gandaor 
caſt, and Margiana to the Hircanian 
cliffs of Caucaſus, and dark Iberian 
dales, from Atropatia and the neigh- 
bouring plains of Adiabene, Medea, 
and the ſouth of Sufiana, to Balſara's 
| haven. He ſaw them all ranged in 
form of battle, and perform their dif- 
ferent manceuvres in the moſt exact 


manner, and even in their retreat diſ- 


comſited their enemies with a ſhower of 


arrows which they let fly in their fa- 
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ces. Their armour ſhone on the field 
like ſilver; nor did they want foot well 
diſciplined, with armed chariots, and 
elephants with towers full of archers; 
behdes, whole regiments of pioneers 
armed with ſpades and axes, to lay hills 
plain, fell woods, or valleys fill, or raiſe 
hills where there were plains, or lay 
bridges over proud rivers; and mules, 
camels, dromedaries and wagons filled 
with the utenſils of war followed the 
army. There never was ſuch a body 
of men collected together; it far out- 
numbered what is ſtoried in romance 
of Agrican, when with all his northern 
powers he beſieged Albracca, and the 
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city of Gollaphrone, from thence to win 
Angelica, the faireſt of her ſex. The 
fiend was ſo much elated with the ſight 
of ſuch numerous chivalry, that he once 
more preſumed to attack our Saviour. 
That thou mayeſt be fully perſuaded 
I do not endeavour to attack thy vir- 
tue, but to make thee ſure of ſucceſs 
and victory, hear and mark to what end 
I have brought thee hither, and ſhewn 
thee all this fair ſight. Thy kingdom, 
though foretold by prophet or angel, 
thou ſhalt never obtain, unleſs thou en- 
deavour as thy father David did; for 
prediction ſtill in all things, and in all 


men, ſuppoſes means; and whatever is 
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predicted is revoked, unleſs you uſe 
your utmoſt efforts. But grant thou 
wert poſſeſſed, by free conſent, of both 
Samaritan and Jew, and none to oppoſe 
thee, how couldſt thou hope to enjoy 
it living in quiet between ſuch power- 
ful enemies as the Romans and the Par- 
thians? therefore thou muſt make peace 
with thoſe, the Parthians firſt, as they 
are neareſt to thee, and more able by in- 
vaſion to deſtroy thy country ; they 
led captive Antigonus and old Hyrca- 
nus in ſpite of the Romans: it ſhall be 
my taſk to diſpoſe the Parthians to be 


at peace with thee; but thou art wel- 


come to chuſe any of them thou pleaſeſt, 
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for by them then ſhalt regain that which 
alone can truly reinſtal thee in David's 
royal ſeat, his true ſucceſſor; by this 
means thou ſhalt brin g deliverance to 


thaſe ten tribes whoſe offspring are his 
captives, and are diſperſed in Habor and 


among the Medes: this offer ſets before 
thee the means of delivering them from 
fervitude, and reſtorin g them to their li- 
berty and inheritance. Then, and not 


till then, thou ſhalt fit on the throne. 


of David in full glory, and ſhalt reign 


from Egypt to and beyond the Eupra - 


tes, and ſhalt be in no need to fear ei- 
ther Rome or Cæſar. 
Our Saviour unmoved replied, Thou 
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haſt uſed much oſtentation with regard 
to the power of fleſhly hand and fragile 
arms, and many inſtruments of war, 
which are long in preparing, and ſoon 
brought to nothing: thou with much 
policy haſt unfolded deep projects with 
regard to enemies, aids, battles, and 
fieges; thoſe, I muſt own, are phuſible 
in the ſight of the world, but to me 
they ſeem nothing. Thou ſayeſt I muſt 
nſe means, otherwiſe prediction will fail 
in ſetting me upon my throne; I told 
thee before, that my time 1s not yet 
come, and the farther it is off, it is the 


better for thee. When that time is 
come, thou ſhalt not find me flack, nci- 
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ther ſhall I hear any of thy politic max- 
ims, or any of that cumberſome lan- 
guage of war, which inſtead of its be- 
ing an argument of ſtrength, is a ſign 
of human weakneſs. Thou ſayeſt I 
muſt deliver the ten tribes, my brethren, 
as thou calleſt them, if I intend to reign 
as the true heir of David, and ſway his 
ſcepter over Iſraefs ſons; but how 
cameſt thou to expreſs ſo much zeal for 
David and his throne? where was thy 
love for him, when thou temptedſt him 
to number Iſrael, which colt the lives 
of threeſcore and ten thouſand Iſrael- 
ites, who. were cut off by three days“ 


peſtilence? Thy zeal was the ſame for 
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Iſrael then, as it is now for me. As 
for the captive tribes, they wrought 
their own captivity, they fell off from 
God to worſhip calves and all the E- 
gyptian deities, Baal, Aſhtaroth, and 
all the deities of the heathens; beſides, 
they have committed ſuch crimes, as 
even the heathens themſelves. bluſh at; 
and notwithſtanding they are in capti- 
vity, yet they have not humbled them- 
ſelves, nor hecome penitent, and be- 
ſought the Lord God of their fore-ta- 
thers, but have died in their impeni- 
tency, and have left a race behind them 
like themſelves, ſcarcely to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from Gentiles, but by vain cir- 
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cumciſion, and have in their worſhip 
joined God with idols. Should I re- 
gard the liberty of thoſe who are nei- 
ther humbled, repenant, nor reformed, 
who it is likely would follow after the 
gods of Bethel and Dan? No, let them 
ive their enemies, who ſerve idols with 
God. Yet at length, at a time beſt 
known to himfelf, he may remember A- 
braham, and by ſome wonderous call 
may bring them fincere repentance, and: 


give them a paſſage through the Aſſyri- 
an flood, while with joy they haſte to their 
native land; as he cleft the Red- ſea and 
Jordan once when their fathers paſſed 
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to the promiſed land; fo to his due 
time and providence I leave them. 
Thus Hrael's king replied to the fiend, 


and by this means overcame all his wiles. 


So it always happens, when truth con- 
tends with falſhood. 


END OF BOOK THIRD. 
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HE Tempter was confounded, and 
ſtood perplexed and troubled at 

his bad ſucceſs, not having any thing to 
reply; he was now thrown from his 
hope, when he found his fraud: diſco- 
vered; he found that the ſoft ſweet 
pleaſure that had ſleeked his tongue 
was loſt here; for Eve; was Eve, but 
this was far his over-match, he not hav- 


ing well weighed the ſtrength he had 
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to cope with, and his own weakneſs; = 
but as a man who has been reckoned a h 
proficient in cunning, one whom none » 
could over-reach, where he did not ex- b 
pect his equal, for very ſpight, and to 1 

b 


fave his own credit, {till will be tempting 
the perſon who bas beat him, though 
to his ſhame he is foiled again; or a2 . 
fwarm of flies in vintage time, taſte of || 
| the fweets, and though after beat off, 0 


yet return again with a humming ſound; t 
or Re the roaring billows which beat a- 5 
gainſt the ſod rock, though they are L 
daſhed to ſhivers, yet renew the vain . 
aflault againft this firm battery, and at 5 


- Hft end in froth and bubbles: ſo Sataͤũ * 
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purſues his vain importunities, though 
he is always confounded, and meets 
with repulſe upon repulſe. He now 
brought our Saviour to the weſtern ſide | 
of that high mountain, where he might 
behold another plain, long, but not ſo 
broad as the former, waſhed by the 
ſouthern ſea, and of equallength on the 
north, backed with a ridge of hills, that. 
ſcreened the habitations of men, and 
the fruits of the earth from cold Sep- 
tentrion blaſts, thence divided by a ri- 
ver, on whoſe bank ſtood an imperi- 
al city, proudly elevated on ſeven ſmall 
hills, with towers, temples and palaces, 
adorned. with porches and theatres, 
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baths, aqueducts, ſtatues, trophies, and 


triumphalarches; gardens and groves in- 


terpoſed above the heighth of the moun- 
tains. It would be worthy of inquiry, 
by what optick {kill Satan could bring 
all thefe things together: and now the 
Fempter thus renewed his attack. 
The city which thou ſeeſt is great 
and glorious Rome, the queen of the 


earth, whoſe renown is ſpread far and 


wide, and who is enriched with theſpoils 
of nations; there thou ſeeſt the Capitol 
lifting his ſtately head above the reſt, on 
the Tarpeian rock lands her impregna- 
ble citadel, there the large high impe- 


rial palaces, with gilded battlements, 
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turrets and terraſes, and glittering ſpires, 
conſpicuous from a-far. There thou 
mightelt ſee many a fair edifice, more 
like the palaces of gods than men, and 
fo well have 1 diſpoſed my airy micro- 
ſcope, that thou mayeſt ſee the infide 
as well as the outſide, with their pillars, 
roofs, and carved Work, in cedar, mar- 
ble, ivory or gold, the performance of 
the moſt famed artificers. Caſt round 
thy eyes to the gates, and obſerve what 


a conflux of people, either going out 


or coming in; pretors and proconſuls 
going to their provinces, or returning 
from them in their robes of ſtate, with 
lictors and rods, the enſigns of their 
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power. Behold on the Appian road, 
legions, cohorts, turmes of horſe nod 
foot: there behold embaſſies from re- 
mote regions, in the habits of their dif- 
ferent countries,'on the Emilian road; 
and alſo from the ſouthern ports, Syene, 
and where the ſhadow falls both ways, 
the iſle of Meroe Nilotic, and further to 
the weſt the realm of Bocchus to the 
Black-ſea. Then behold duſk faces 
wreathed with white ſilken turbants, 
from the Aliatic kings and Parthians, 
from India, and the golden Cherſoneſs, 
and utmoſt Indian ifle, Taprobane, from 
Gallia, Gades, and. the Britiſh weſt ; 


Germans, Scythians and Sarmatians 
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north beyond Danubius and the Tau- 
ric pool. All nations now pay obe- 
dience to Rome and her great empire, 
whoſe wide dominion, wealth and pow- 
er, civility of manners, arts, and arms, 
thou juſtly. mayeſt prefer before the 
Parthian; beſides thoſe two powers, all 
the reſt _ barbarous and not worth 
the ſight; and having ſhewn thee thoſe, 
I have ſhewn thee all the kingdoms. of 
the world and their glory. The em- 
peror is old and laſcivious, hath no ſon, 
and hath retired from Rome to Capreæ, 
a ſmall but ſtrong iſland on the Campa- 
nian ſhore, on purpoſe there to enjoy 
his horrid luſts in private, committing 
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allpublic concerns to a wicked favourite, 
yet of whom he is ſuſpicious; he hates all 
his fubjects, and is hated by them. Now 
as thou art endued with every regal 
virtue, by appearing and fthining forth 
in noble deeds, thou mighteſt eaſily ex- 
pel this monſter, who has made a ſtye 
of his throne, and aſcending it in his ftead, 
free a virtuous people from his ſervile 
yoke: all this thou mighteſt eafily do 
wich my help, for to me the pow- 


er is given, and by that right I give it 
thee. Aim therefore at no leſs than 
all the world, for thou cant not fit 
long on David's thorone, without thou 


attaineſt to the higheſt pitch in great- 
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neſs, notwithſtanding all the prophecies 
which have fortold that of thy kin g- 
dom there ſhall be no end. 
The Son of God was unmoved at all 
this ſhow, and made this reply: This 
majeſtic ſhow of grandeur and luxury, 
though called magniſicence, does not 
allure my eyes, far leſs my mind, any 
more than thy ſhow of arms did before; 
though thou ſhouldſt add and tell me 
what I known already of their ſumptu- 
ous gluttonies and gorgeous feaſts on 
Cittron tables, or Atlantic ſtone, their 
wines of Setia, Cales and Falerne, Chios 
and Crete, which they quaff in gold, 
cryſtal and myrrhine cups, emboſſed with 
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gems and ſtuds of pearl, notwithſtanding 
all this they hunger and thirſt ſtill: 
then as for thoſe embaſſies thou talkeſt 
ol from nations far and near, pray what 

honour is there in that, but a tedious 
waſte of time, to fit and hear ſo many 

 outhndiſh flatteries, ſo many hollow 

compliments and lies? thou then pro- 
ceedeſt to tell me how eaſily I ſhall ſub- 
due the emperor, and how glorious it 
will be for me to expel a brutiſh beaſt ; 
but what if I ſhould firſt expel a devil 


'who made him ſuch? ' Let conſcience 


as a tormenter find him out; I was not 
ſent for him, nor yet to free a people, 


who were once victorious, but are now 
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grown baſe and vile, and therefore de- 
ſervedly made vaſlals; as people who 
were once juſt, frugal, mild and tem- 
perate, and then conquered all before 
them, but now a govern all the nations 
who are ſubject to their yoke very ill, 
fleecing all their provinces, and exhauſt- 
ing them all by luſt and rapine: they 
grow firſt ambitious of triumph, that 
inſulting vanity; then, being inured to 
blood, they grow cruel, fighting a- 
gainſt one another, and expoſing. men 
to fight with beaſts; their wealth has 
made them luxurious, and they grow 
greedier nil, and every day affords a 
different ſcene of eſſeminacy. Pray 
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therefore, what wiſe and valiant man 
would ſeek to free ſuch a degenerate na- 
tion, who daily enflave themſelves by 
their vices, or would free ſuch perſons 
from flavery, who are flaves to their 
own pleafures? Know, that when the 
ſeaſon comes for me to ſit on the throne 
of David, I ſhall be like a tree ſpread- 
ing and over-ſhadowing all the buſhes, 
or as a ſtone that ſhall daſh to pieces 
all monarchies beſides my own through- 
out the world, and of my kingdom 
there ſhall be no end; there ſhall be 
proper means for accompliſhing all thoſe 


things, but what thoſe means are, it is 
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not proper for thee to know, nor for 
me to tell thee. 

The Tempter impudently replied to 
him, I ſee how ſlightly thou valueſt all 
offers made by 5 and rejecteſt them 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe I freely 
offer them to thee; I ſee thou art ſo 
difficult and nice, that nothing will 
pleaſe thee, but ſtill to contradict me: 
but know, that I ſet a very high eſteem 
upon what I offer thee, nor do I mean 
to give thee all thoſe things for nothing; 
all the kingdoms of the world which 
thou now ſeeſt, I offer unto thee, for 
given to me, I give them to whomſoe- 
ver I pleaſe, and I can aſſure thee they 
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are no trifles; yet I will not give them 
to thee upon any other condition than 
this, that thou fall down and worſhip 
me as thy ſuperior Lord; this is eaſily 
done, and en thou ſhalt hold them all 
of me: And can ſo great a gift deſerve 
leſs acknowledgment?, 

Our Saviour anſwered Satan with 
diſdain, I never was pleaſed with thy 
talk, and far lefs 'with thy offer; and 
now I abhor them both more ſince thou 
haſt had the impudence to offer thoſe 
abominable terms; but I will endure 

all till the time be expired that thou 
| haſt permiſſion thus to tempt me. It 


is written the fi. ſt of all commandments, 
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That thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God, and bim only ſhalt thou ſerve; 
and dareſt thou propoſe, that the Son of 
God ſhould worſhip thee, who art ac- 
curſed now more for this attempt? 
This is bolder and more blaſphemous 
than what thou attemptedſt on Eve. 
The kingdoms of this world were giv- 
en thee, or rather thou hadſt a permiſſi- 
on to uſurp them; thou canſt produce 
no other donation: for if given, it can 
be by none but the king of kings, God, 
who is over all ſupreme; if given thee 
by him, how doſt thou now repay the 
giver? But I know all gratitude has 
been long {ſince loſt in thee. Art thou 
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ſo void of fear and ſhame, as to offer 
them to the Son of God, to offer me 
what is my own already, and on ſuch 
horrid terms, that I fall down and 
worſhip thee as God? Thou now ap- 
peareſt to me plainly to be that evil 
one; therefore get thee behind me, 
Satan, for thou art for ever damned. 
To whom the fiend abaſhed with fear 
replied : Be not ſo ſore offended, Son 
of God, (though angels and men are 
both the ſons of God) I meant but to 
try whether thou art the Son of God 
in a higher degree, for I have only pro- 
poſed to thee what I receive both from 
menand angels; for I am invoked God 
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of this world by tetrarchs of fire, air, 
water, and by all the nations from the 
quartered winds; who then art thou, 
whoſe coming is foretold to be ſo fatal 
to me? All the trial thou haſt had 
hath done thee no harm, but rather has 
redounded to thy honour, and will 
make thee more eſteemed: it has been 
of no advantage to me, for I have miſ- 
ſed what I aimed at; therefore as the 
kingdoms of this world are tranſitory, 
let them paſs, I ſhall no more adviſe 
thee to accept of them; thou mayeſt 
let them alone, or gain them as thou 
canſt. I find thou art more inclined to 
ſolitude, profound contemplation, and 


160. PARADISE REGAINED. 


diſpute, as appeared very early in thee; 
when thou firſt came up to Jeruſalem, 
thou ſlippedſt from thy mother's. eye, 
and went alone into the temple, where 
thou waſt found diſputing amongſt the 
graveſt Rabbics, on points and queſti- 
ons that were more -fitting for- one 
ſitting in Moſes's ehair, for though 
untavght thyſelf, thou taughteſt them. 
Thy early behaviour in childhood 

ſhewed what thou wilt be when thou 
arriveſt at manhood, juſt as the dawn- 
ing of the morning ſhews the ap- 
proach of day. Be famous then by 
wiſdom; as thy empire muſt extend o- 


ver all the world, ſo let thy mind ex- 
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tend over all the world in knowledge, 
endeavouring to comprehend all things 
in it: for the law of Moſes, the Penta- 
teuch, and what the whole prophets 
wrote, do not contain- all the know- 
ledge in the world: the Gentiles alſo 
know, write, and teach to admiration, 
being led by nature's light. Thou 
muſt converſe much with the Gentiles, 
and rule them by perſuaſions; without 
thy learning their languages, how wilt 
thou converſe with them, or, they with 
thee? How wilt thou reafon with 
them, how refute their idoliſms, tradi- 
tions, and paradoxes? It would be beſt 


for thee to convince them of their er- 
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rors by. force of arms. Look once 
more before we leave this ſpecular mount 
ſouth-weſt, where on the gian ſhore, 
in a pure air and light ſoil, the city of 
| Athens ſtands, the eye of Greece, and 

mother of arts and eloquence, where 
moſt of the famous wits have been 
born, a city famed for hoſpitality; be- 
hold her ſweet receſs, her ftudious walks 
and ſhades; ſee there the olive grove of 
Academe, Plato's retirement, where the 


Attic bird trills her thick-warbling notes 
all the ſummer long; behold the Hows» 
ery hill of Hymetus, where the mur- 
muring ſound of the induſtrious bee 
frequently invites to ſtudious muſing; 
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behold there Iliffus rolls his whiſpering 
ſtreams; now view within the walks 
the ſchools of the antient ſages; behold 
his who bred the great Alexander to 
ſubdue the world, and alſo Lyceum and 
Stoa: there thou ſhalt hear and learn 
the ſecret power of harmony bit in 
tones and numbers, by voice and hand, 
and his who gave them birth, but high- 
er ſung, blind Melefigenes, who was 
from thence called Homer, and whoſe 
poem Phcebus challenged for his own. 
Thence behold thoſe teachers of mo- 
ral prudence, thoſe lofty grave tragce- 
dians, who taught in Chorus or lambic, 
which have been always received with 
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delight, while they treat in brief ſenten- 


tious precepts of fate, and chance, and 


change in human life, deſcribing beſt 
high paſſions and actions. Now from 


fthoſe repair to the famous orators, thoſe 


antients whoſe reſiſtleſs eloquence wield- 


ed at will that fierce democratic go- 


vernment, ſhook the arſenal and ful- 


mined over Greece, to Macedon and the 


throne of Artaxerxes; next lend thine 


ear to ſage philoſophy, which has deſ- 


cended from heaven. to the low- roofed 


houſe of Socrates; obſerve: there his 
tenement, whom the inſpired oracle pro- 


nounced the wiſeſt of men, and from 


whoſe mouth iſſued forth melliſluous 
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ſtreams, that watered all the ſchools and 
academies both new and old; behold here 
the ſeat of the Epicurean and the ſevere 
Stoic; all theſe thou mayeſt revolve in 

thy mind, till time ripen thee to rule a 
| kingdom: theſe rules will make thee 
a compleat king within thyſelf, and 
thou ſhalt be the moſt accompliſhed of 
all the kings, when thoſe kingdoms 
ſhall have ſubmitted to thy govern- 
ment. | 

To whom our Saviour wiſely repli- 
ed: Thou mayeſt think that I know 
thoſe things, or that I do not know 
them, as thou pleaſeſt. I am not ſhort 


of knowing what I ought to know; he 
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who receives light from above, from the 
fountain of light, needs no other direc- 
tion nor doctrine, though it may be 
true; but moſt of thoſe doctrines are 
falſe, and little better than dreams, con- 
jectures, fancies, built on no ſure 
foundation. The firſt and wiſeſt of 
them all profeſſed only to know this, 
that he knew nothing; the next fell 
to telling fables, and ſmall conceits; a 
third doubted all things, though never 
ſo plain and demonſtrative; others 
placed their happineſs in virtue, but 
joined with riches and long life. The 
Stoic laſt in ꝓhiloſophic pride, which he 
called virtue; and his virtuous man, per- 
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feftly wiſe within himſelf, poſſeſling e- 
very virtue, equal if not ſuperior to 
God; he neither fears God nor man, 
contemns every thing, wealth, pleaſure, 
pain, or torment, death or life, which 
he boaſts he can leave when he pleaſes; 
yet notwithſtanding all his tedious talk, 
it is but vain boaſting, and ſubtle ſhifts 
to evade conviction, Alas! what can | 
they teach, and not miſlead? They are 
ignorant of themfelves, and much more 
of God; they cannot tell you how the 
world began, nor how man fell, degrad- 
ing himſelf, and now obliged to de- 
pend upon grace. They talk much of 
the ſoul, but very fooliſhly; they feck 


168 PARADISE REGAINED» - 


virtue, and arrogate all glory to them- 
ſelves, and give none; to God, they ra- 
ther accuſe him, and in the name of 
Fortune and Fate, ſay he is quite re- 
gardleſs of all mortal things. Thoſe. 
therefore that ſeek true wiſdom in thoſe. 
will never find her, but only a deluſion, 
a falſereſemblance, and an empty cloud. 
However, wiſe men have ſaid that ma- 
ny books are weariſome, for whoever 
reads inceſſantly, without a ſpirit of 
judgment equal if not ſuperior to his 
author, mult ſtill remain uncertain and 
unſettled; he may be deep verſed in 
books, and yet very ſhallow in himſelf i 
his learning will be but crude, and do 
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nothing but intoxicate him; he on- 
ly collects toys and trifles, as children 
gather pebbles upon the ſea-ſhore. Or if 
I would delight myſelf with muſic or 
poetry, where can I find ſolace fo ſoon 
as in my native language? for all our 
laws and hiſtory are larded with hymns, 
our pſalms are inſcribed with artful 
terms, and our Hebrew ſongs and harps, 
that pleaſed our conquerors ears ſo well 
in Babylon, declare that Greece deriv- 
ech all her arts from us; and what they 
ling loudeſt, is only a bad imitation: 
they ſing their own vices and thoſe of 
their deities, in fables, ſon gs, and hymns, 
by which they make their gods ridicu- 
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tous and | themfelves paſt ſhame. Do 
but remove their high ſwelling epithets, 
which they lay on as thick as a whore 
lays paint on her faded cheek, and you 
will find little profit or delight in the 
reſt, and- very unworthy to compare 
with Sion's ſongs, which excel all in 
praifing God aright and bis ſaints; ſuch 
are inſpired by God, and not by thee; 
unleſs when they expreſs moral virtue 
by the light of nature, which is not 
quite loſt in all. Then thou extolleſt 
their otators, and telleſt them that are 
arrived at the top of eloquence, they are 
ſtateſmen and lovers of their country, 
as they would be thought; but all thoſe 
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are far beneatlr the prophets they are 
men divinely taught, and diſplay the ſo- 
lid rules of civil government in a more 
majeſtic, unaffected ſtile than all the o- 
ratory of Greeceand Rome. They in 
the plaineſt manner teach what makes 
a nation happy, and what keeps it fo; 


what ruins kingdoms, depopulates and 


deſtroys cities: therefore it is only 
thofe and our law which can beſt form 
a perfect king. 

Thus ſpake the Son of God, but 
Satan was now quite at a loſs, all his 
darts being ſpent; yet notwithſtanding 
this, with a ftern brow he made this 
reply. 
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Since neither wealth, honour, arms, 
nor arts, kingdom, nor empire, pleaſes 
thee, nor any thing contemplative or 
active, and which tends to glory and 
fame, if thou wilt accept nothing of 
this from my hand, pray what doſt thou 
in this world? the wilderneſs is indeed 
the fitteſt place for thee; I found thee 
there, and thither will I return thee; 


yet remember what 1 foretel thee, as 


thou art now at full age, and, as this is 
the ſeaſon when the fulneſs of time is 
come, and when all the prophecies of 
thee are fulfilled, ſoon thou ſhalt have 
cauſe to with thou never hadſt rejected 
chus diſdainfully my offered aid, which 
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would have ſet thee in a ſhort time 
with eaſe on David's throne, nay, on 
the throne of the whole world: but as 
thou haſt acted quite contrary, if Iunder- 
ſtand any thing of the planats; hea- 
vers book of fate, I read thy fortune, 
that labours and ſorrows, oppoſition, 
hatred, ſcorns, reproaches, injuries, vio- 
lence, and ſtripes ſhall conſtantly at- 
tend thee, and at laſt a cruel death. 
The prophecies ſay thou ſhalt have a 
kingdom, but 1 cannot diſcern whether | 
this is real or allegorical, nor when it is 


to be, if eternal ſure, as without begin- 


ning, ſo without end; for. in the ſtar- 
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ry rubric I can find no date, nor any 
thing elſe to direct me. 

After he had thus ſaid (as his power 
was not yet expired) he tock up the 
Son of God, and brought him back to 
the wilderneſs, where he left him, feign- 
ing to diſappear. Darkneſs now roſe as 
day-light ſunk, and brought in lowring 
night, her ſhadowy offspring, both un- 
ſubſtantial, being only a privation of 
meer light and the abſence of the day. 
Our meek Saviour, with untruubled 
mind, though burried fore in his airy 
jaunt, hungry and cold, betook him to 
his reſt, in a concourſe of ſhades, whoſe 
branching arms, thickly intertwined, 
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might ſhelter his head from the damps 
and dews of night, but reſt was far 
from him; for the Tempter watched 
at his head, and ſtill with ugly dreams 
diſturbed his fleep; and now both the 
tropics began to thunder, and the clouds 
from both ends of heaven, with many 
2 horrid rift, abortive poured fierce 
rain, mixed with lightning, water with 
fre, in ruin reconciled: neither did the 
winds fleep within their ſtony caves, 
but ruſhed abroad from the four hinges 


of the world, and fell on the vext wil- 


derneſs, whoſe talleſt pines and fturdi- 

eſt oaks bowed their {tiff necks, loaden 

with ſtormy blaſts, or were tornupby the 
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roots: nothing ſtood unſhaken but 
thou, 0 patient Son of God! But this 
was not all, for infernal ghoſts and hel- 
k{h furies environed thee round; ſome 
howled, ſome - yelled, ſome ſhrieked, 
ſome bent at thee their fiery darts, 
whilſt thou ſateſt unappalled in calm and 
finleſs peace. Thus the foul night 
paſſed, till the fair morning, with pil- 
grim ſtep, came forth, clothed in amice 
gray, and with her radiant finger ftilled 
the roar of thunder, chaſed away the 
clouds, and calmed the winds, and griſ- 
ly ſpectres which the fiend had raiſed 
to tempt the Son of God with dread- 
ful terrors. And now the ſun had chear- 
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ed the face of the earth with his more 
effectual beams, and dried the wet from 
drooping trees and plants; the birds, 
who now behold all things freſh and 
green after a ſtormy night, cleared up 
their choiceſt notes on ſpray and buſh, 
to congratulate the ſweet return of the 
morning: neither was the Prince of 
Darkneſs abſent, but ſeemed glad at 
this fair change, and a to.our Sa- 
viour, but with no new device; as all 
his others were ſpent, he now deſpond- 
ed of finding a better courſe of temp- 
tation: he therefore came to vent his 
rage for the diſappointment he had in 
being ſo often repelled. He found our 

H 5 ” 
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Saviour walking on a ſunny hill, back- 
ed on the north and weſt by a thick 
wood; and ruſhing out of the wood 
in his wonted ſhape, and in a careleſs 
mood, thus ſpake to him. 

I fee a fair morning yet betides thee, 
Son of God, after a diſmal night; I was 
diſtant myſelf, but heard the rack as if 
earth and ſky would mingle; but all 
theſe things are inconſiderable and harm- 
leſs, if not ſalutary, and as wholeſome as 
a ſneeze to man's leſs univerſe, and 
ſoon are gone; yet they are oftentimes 
noxious, where they light on man, 
beaſt, plant, waſteful and noiſy, juſt 
hike turbulencies in the affairs of men, 
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over whoſe hcads they roar, and would 
ſeem as if they threatened evil: but 
this tempeſt, if it was deſigned againſt 
any man, was chiefly bent at thee; 
for there is none of the race of mortals 
dwell here but thyſelf, and did not I 
tell thee, if thou rejectedſt the preſent 
ſeaſon offered with my help, to regain 
the loſt kingdom of Iſrael, and ſet cher 
on thy father David's throne, no man 
knows when thou wilt ſit on it, for how 
thou ſhalt come atit, or when the time 
is to be, 1s no whe told. 1 make no 
doubt but it ſhall be, for angels have 
proclaimed it; but the preſent, as it 
ſeems to be the beſt ſeaſon, ought to be 
I 6 


180 PARADISE REGAEFNED. 


embraced by thee,. as it may colt thee 
many a hard trial of dangers, adverſities 
and pains, before thou getteſt faſt hold 
of and ſwayeſt the ſceptre over Iſrael. 
Thou mayeſt take this night as omi- 
nous of all thoſe things; thou knoweſt 
well how thou waſt this night ſurround- 
ed with terrors, voices, prodigies, as a 
ſure foregoing ſign of what is after- 
wards to fall upon thee, if thou doſt 
not accept of my offers. 
This was the diſcourſe of Satan, while 
the Son of God, not ſtopping, briefly 
anſwered him thus. | 
All thoſe terrors thou ſpeakeſt of 


did me no harm; thou ſeeſt I am no 


PARADISE REGASNED. 18x 


worſe, only a little wet by the rain; I 
never feared they could do me any 
harm, though they were very loud and 
noiſy; as for what they may forebode, 
I contemn them as falſe portents, not 
fent from God, but thee. Thou know- 
eſt 1 ſhall fit on David's throne, and 
reign; and that it is not in thy power 
to prevent it. Thou art an ambitious 
ſpirit, and wouldſt be thought my God; 
if I had accepted of thy proffered aid, 
I might be thought to hold all power 
of thee, and thou ſtormeſt becauſe I re- 
fuſed, thinking to terrify me to do thy 
will. Begone, therefore, and moleſt 
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me no more, for it is all in vain, I diſ- 
cern very well who thou art. 

Satan upon this, ſwoln with rage, 
replied: 'Then hear, O Son of David, 
Who art born of a virgin (for I doubt 
much whether thou art the Son of God 
or not); I have heard of the Meſſiah, 
foretold by all the prophets; I knew 
firſt when thy birth was announced by 
Gabriel, and I heard the angelic ſong, 
which proclaimed a Saviour born, on 
thy birth night on the field of Bethle- 
hem; from that time I have ſeldom 
ceaſed to obſerve thee in thy infancy, 
thy childhood, and thy youth, and laft 
thy manhood, though thou waſt. bred 
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up in private till at the ford of Jordan, 
whereall flocked to the baptiſm of John: 
I was there amongſt thereſt, though not 
to be baptiſed, and heard thee pronoun- 
ced the Son of God by a voice from 
Heaven. From that time I thought 
thee worth my more exact ſcrutiny, 
that I might learn in what degree and 
meaning thou art the. Son of God. I 


alſo am, or was once, the ſon of God; 
and if I once was, I am ſo now, for ſo 
relation ſtands; all men are the ſons of 
God, yet I thought thee in ſome re- 
ſpect far bigher; therefore I watched 
all thy footſteps from that hour, and. 
followed thee even to this vaſt wilder- 


6. 
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neſs, where by all the beſt obſervations I 
can make, thou art to be my fatal enc- 
my. I have therefore good reaſon to 
be before-hand with thee, and by all 
means endeavour to underſtand my ad- 
verſary, who and what he is;. his wiſ⸗ 
dom, power, and intention, to ſee if I 
can win him either by compoſition, 
truce, or league. I lave had an oppor- 
tunity to try. thee, ſift thee, and I. muſt 
confeſs thou ſtandeſt firm as . rock a- 

gainſt all temptation; thou haſt to the 

utmoſt of meer man behaved well, and 

been both wiſe and good; thou haſt 
contemned, flighted, and deſpiſed ho- 
nours, riches, kingdoms, and glory: 
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therefore that I may know if thou art a- 
ny more than meer man, and whether 
worthy of that voice that proclaimed 
thee Son of God from Heaven, I mult 


now begin another method of trying 


thee. 


After he had thus faid, he kfted 
him up, and bore him through the 


ſublime air, both over the wilder- 
neſs and over the plain, till they came 
above Jeruſalem, the holy city, which 


lifted her high towers, and the glorious 


temple, ſtill higher, her pile appearing 
at a diſtance like a mountain of alabaſ- 
ter topped with golden ſpires: then on 
the higheſt pinnacle he ſet the Son, of 
God, and thus added 1n ſcorn: 
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There ' ſtand, if thou wilt ſtand; it 
will require ſome {kill to ſtand upright: 
L have now brought thee to thy Fa- 
ther's houſe, and to the higheſt place 
of it, for the higheſt is beſt, now ſhow 
thy progeny; if thou canſt not ſtand, 
caſt thyſelf down, ſafely if thou be 
the Son of God: for it is written, he 
thall give. his angels charge over thee, 
and in their hands ſball they keep thee, 
leſt at any time thou daſh thy foot a- 
gainſt a ſtone. 

Jeſus ſaid, it is alſo written, thou 
ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God; he 
ſpoke thus, and ſtood firm: but Satan, 
ſmitten with amazement, fell, juſt like 
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earth's ſon Antæus, when he in Iraſſa 
trove with Jove's Alcides, and though, 
often foiled, yet fill roſe again, having 
received new ſtrength from his mother 
earth, and growing fiercer from his fall, 
was enabled to grapple better, though 
at length he was throttled iv the air, 


expired and fell: fo after many a foil 


the proud Tempter always rallied ang 
returned again to the fight, but in the 
height of his pride fell, when he ood to 
eo his Victor fall. Juſt like the The- 
ban monſter which propoſed riddles, 
and devoured thoſe that could not un- 
fold them; and who, when ſhe had her 


_ riddle expounded, for grief and ſpite 
. 
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threw herſelf from the Iſmienian ſteep: 
even ſo the fiend fell, being ſtruck with 
dread and anguiſh, and brought a joy- 
| Teſs triumph; inſtead of ſucceſs, nothing 
but ruin, diſmay, and deſparation to 


his' crew; who im patiently ſat, expect- 
ing his return, who durſt ſo proudly 
tempt the Son of God. So Satan fell; 
and inſtantly drew nigh a fiery globe of 
angels'in full wing, who on their plu- 
my vans received Jeſus ſafe from. his un- 
eaſy. ſtation,” and upbore him as on a 
floating coach through the gladſome 
air, and then ſet him down on a green 


bank in a flowery valley, and ſpread a 


table before him of divine celeſtial food, 


* 
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and ambroſial fruits fetched from the 
tree of life, with nectareous drink from 
the fountain of life; theſe ſoon refreſh- 
ed him, and fully repaired any thing 
that might be impaired by hunger or 
thirſ: and as he feaſted, angelic quires 
ſung heavenly anthems of his victory o- 
ver the proud Tempter and all his temp- . 
tations. | | 
True Image of the Father, whether 
throned in the boſom of. bliſs, and light 
of light conceiving, or remote from 
' heaven, enſhrined in fleſhly tabernacle, 
and human. form, whether wandering 
in the wilderneſs, or in whatever place, 


Or habit, or condition, the Son of God 
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ſhone forth in thee; thou waſt endued 
with a God-like force againſt that thief 
of Paradiſe, and attempter of thy Fa- 
ther's throne; of old thou conqueredit 
him, and caſt ham down from Heaven, 
with all his rebel army; now thou 
haſt avenged the caufe of ſupplanted 
Adam, and by vanquilhing and over- 
coming temptation hath fruſtrated' his 
fradulent conqueſt, and regained ' loſt 
Paradiſe. He from henceforth will 
never dare to fet his foot there as 
a tempter; his means are all broken: 
for though that ſeat of bliſs be loſt, a 
fairer Paradiſe is now provided for A- 


dam and his choſen ſons, whom thou a 
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Redeemer art come down to re-inſtal in 
that celeftial ſtate, where they ſhall 
dwell ſerene, without any fear of the 
Tempter or temptation. But thou, 
infernal ſpirit, ſhalt not long rule inthe 
clouds; but like lightning, or an au- 
tumtral ſar ſhall fall from heaven, and 
be troden down under his feet: even now . 
thou feeleſt thy wound, yet not thy laſt 
and deadly one, for thou holdeſt now 
no triumph in Hell; in all her gates Ab- 
addon rues thy bold attempt: hereafter 
learn with awe to dread the Son of Godz 
with the terror of his voice, though un- 
armed, he ſhall drive thee from thy 
foul poſſeſſions; thou and thy legions 
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{hall fly yelling, and beg to hide your- 
ſelves in a herd of ſwine, leſt he put 
ye in chains, and order ye to be 
{ent bound into the deep of hell before 
your time. Hail Son of the Moſt 


High, heir of both worlds, queller of 


Satan, now enter on thy glorious work, 
and begin to ſave mankind. 

Thus they our meck Saviour, the 
Son of God, ſung victorious, and being 
refreſhed with his heavenly feaſt, he 


was brought on his way with joy; and 


privately returned into his mother's 
houſe unobſerved. 
1 
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